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DISWSSfON 

_ BETWEEN 

THE REV. W. KNIRB AND MR. P. BORTHWJCK, 

' O ’■}{': ’ AT THE ' ' ! ' ' ■ • V ■' : \ 

ASSEMBLY ROOMS, BATH, 


On Saturday, December 15, 1832. 


On the proposition of Mr. Bortlnvick, W. T. Blair, Esq. was requested to take tlie 
• cliair. :j 

^airman then addressed the meeting to the following effect:— .. 

J With the knowledge that Mr. Borthwick has of my sentiments upon the subject which 
has brought us together this morning, I cannot hut regard his having made the proposition 
LWhich has just been submitted to you—I am bound, indeed, to consider it as an evidence of 
the good feeling with which that gentleman comes to this discussion; and, whatever my 
individual feelings and opinions may he, I shall endeavour to justify the confidence which 
j you have placed in me, in having called me to preside at this meeting, by expressing the 
t most perfect impartiality in discharge of the duties which may devolve upr . me. 

As I am not here as an advocate, but merely as an umpire, or referee, as to any points 
o.) of order which may arise, so long as I maintain that character, I rely upon receiving from 
this large and respectable assembly every assistance in securing for both parties the most 
patient and quiet hearing, which is absolutely necessary to the just appreciation of the me- 
rits of one of the gravest and most important questions that can be brought before you. 
f* To the speakers on both sides, if they will allow me, I take the liberty of saying, What- 
T ever be the temptation, avoid all personalities, and repress, as far as possible, ail angry and 
, vindictive feelings. Let the discussion be conducted (and I know the subject is an ex- 
« citing one) with the feelings and spirit of Englishmen; but, in doing so, let us seek to 
preserve the courtesies of gentlemen, and the temper and integiity of Christians. Then, 
ri whatever your difference of opinion may be, though your conclusions be the very antipodes 
i , of each other, the interests of truth must be promoted by fair and public discussion,, and 
,vj ' there will be no occasion for regret afterwards on either side. 1 

One word, with your permission, before I sit down, respecting myself. Toiguard 
gainst any of those imputations of self-interest, or party-feeling, which I know are some- 
) times cast on such as take a more prominent part than others in the great questions which 
Jv- agitate mankind, I deem it not altogether superfluous to obs rve that I have no personal 

l interest whatever in the question—none that can, in the slightest degree, be prompted by 

) -it,' however it may be decided. I am not, and never was, the paid or unpaid agent ! 6f’any 
society; I have no party purpose to serve, political or commercial; I feel the duty, arid ! the 
interests of humanity alone impel me to perform it—of lending my aid towards the extinc¬ 
tion of an evil which the gentlemen, both on my right and left, agree (I am bound to 
believe) as constituting one of the foulest blots on human nature, and a deep stain on our 
national character. Apd, as to the time, to use the language of the. late House of Com-' 
y- mons, in the instructions to Mr. Buxton’s committee—“ as early as may be with safety to 
< all parties concerned.” With these few observations, I now call on Mr. Knibb to address 
jf the meeting. 

a Rev. WJ, ,Iiif3B then addressed the audience as follows,:—»<•: ... , 

. Mr. Chhirmari,—My fellow-countrymen,—-I appear before yob, on the present occasion, 

. 5 to answer those charges which have been publicly made against me by the accredited agent 
f* of the West Indian party, within the wallsof this room. I wish, before I commence, to 
} remove an impression wmch i I expect has been ^reated-r-thgt.Jfbave frequently been clial- 
3 lengedtoa public discussion^ and that I have refused'to' meef m^ opponents. When I 
K was in Scotland, charges were then made against me; and, through the public prints, I 
® challenged any man, or set of men, on earth, to come forward like men, and prove the 
O same. When I was at Cheltenham, I as publicly challenged the advocates of slavery 

- it 


there. But it is not to be expected that I can run up and down the earth to meet chal¬ 
lenges of which I never hear except through the public prints. Mr. Borthwick would fain 
have you believe that he has been traversing the earth in search of me, and that I, appalled 
at the sound of his approach, have fled before him. Had he wished, really wished to meet 
me, why did he not cross the Tweed?—he knew I was in Scotland. One of the most 
serious charges he brings forward is said to have occurred in Edinburgh; but he knows too 
well what awaits him there, ever to trust himself near Dalkeith. There is nothing more 
delightful to me than to appear before a British audience to clear my character from the 
charges that have been brought against me, and to advocate the cause of the oppressed, the 
injured, the despised, the persecuted African. All I ask is justice for Africa; all I ask is 
for justice founded upon principle. Well am I aware of the scorn that will be cast upon 
my character: and well am I aware of the obloquy that will attach to my name; but 1 
fear it not; I have counted the cost: and, as long as blood flows in these veins, as long as 
this heart beats, it shall beat for liberty and for the injured slave. Scorn, contumely, and 
reproach, have been cast upon me by a corrupt press; but I am confident no one in this 
assembly will expect that I should step out of the path of duty to notice every anonymous 
slander which inveterate malice may choose to cast at me. Let my enemies come forward, 
let them disprove and contradict one of my statements, and then let them brand me, but 
not till then. 

I will now proceed to answer the charges preferred against me by my opponent:—The 
first is, that I stated at Reading that I had seen more than one hundred slaves hanging on one 
gallows. I never said it. I did not see the Reading speech till yesterday, nor did I 
know that it was in the form of a pamphlet; but I sent to Reading for it, and you shall 
hear what those who print it say:—“ For eight long years my heart was bleeding continu¬ 
ally. I have witnessed scenes of cruelty enough to make angels weep and devils tremble. 
In the small village where I lived, there has been more than a hundred hung on one gallows, 
and five hundred flogged indecently beneath it.” There is no statement here that I saw 
the whole of it done. (I did not say there were five hundred flogged, I said three hundred, 
and those who have drawn up the report made the mistake.) Now then, from the Jamaica 
Courant of the 8th of February—a paper notoriously opposed to me, and a paper in which 
it has been asserted that I ought to diversify che hanging woods of Trelawney—in that 
paper it is said that the executions at Montego Bay, up to Saturday, were ninety-four 
(after that time many more were executed), and that the floggings were from fifteen to 
twenty a day. Now, if we allow seven days to elapse after the formation of the court- 
martial (for eight men were hung on the 3d of January) and allow thirty days, it will make 
the number five hundred and ten. 

A placard, it appears, has been issued at Cheltenham, taken from the New Baptist Mis¬ 
cellany, in which I addressed British Christians on the subject of slavery. With respect 
to that placard, I know not who printed it, but 1 have no doubt it is a correct copy of what 
I asserted. In it I state, in the town in which I and my brother missionary were prisoners, 
more than one hundred were hung on one gallows, many were shot, and above three hun¬ 
dred flogged underneath the gallows, till the ground was covered with their blood. I do 
not say that I saw the whole of it—it is not asserted that 1 did. Then why is it stated 
that I said one thing before the Committee of the House of Commons, and in public ano¬ 
ther thing, when I never asserted any thing of the kind? I will show, from my evidence 
before the House of Commons, what I there said. “ How many were there at whose 
execution you were personally present? I did not go to see many; 1 walked by when 
numbers were hanging; several of the soldiers who were there and staid under the gallows, 
as their duty compelled them to do, told me what I am stating. 

When you are speaking of the exhibition of great courage by those unhappy persons 
at . the time of their execution, you do not speak of what you yourself saw, but of that which 
was told you by others ? I was requested to state what I had seen and heard; no man of 
feeling would go down to see his fellow-creatures hung every day.” 

Let the public judge if there is any discrepance in these statements. I have asserted 
that there were more than one hundred hung at Montego Bay; the newspapers assert that 
ninety-four were hung before the 7th of February, and after that many more were hung. 
But think not, fellow-countrymen, that Montego Bay was the only place where slaves 
were hung; many were hung at Lucea, and at Savanna-la-mar; and a person who shot 
eleven himself told me that nearly three hundred were put to death at Latimu Estate. At 
Falmouth, I can state (for I have a copy of the proceedings of the court-martial), fifteen 
were shot, six bung, thirty-six flogged, and a few reprieved; and, lest it should be said that 
I have stated more than is the truth, I will read the number of lashes:—William Young, 
three hundred lashes; John Barnet, five hundred; John Shaw, five hundred; Thomas 
Reid, five hundred; John Baillie, five hundred; Robert Lamont, three hundred; — 
Providence, tvyo hundred lashes;” and so, more or less, to the whole, except those who 
were hanged or shot. 



My opponent next states, that I should have btx a executed but for the leniency of the 
planters, and the inadmissibility of stave evidence. Now, fellow-countrymen, let me tell you, 
slave evidence was admitted against me; on slave evidence a bill was found by the grand 
jury; but when they brought me to trial they had no evidence against me. The names of 
the slaves were Venture, Paris, Adams, and J. Erskine, from Lima estate. After the 
nolli prosequi was entered against me, I went to see a prisoner who was condemned to 
death; when Venture and Paris came to me with tears, and stated that they never had 
said a word against me, and that when they would not say something, they were kicked out 
of the jury room, and called “d— ; —d Baptist liars.” 

The next charge brought against me is, that I have been guilty of misprision of treason, 
because I said to the negro, “ Did you ever hear the buchra tell you any thing that was 
good?” I said, “ Did you ever hear your busha tell you any thing that was good?” Buchra 
means a white man; busha means a man who superintends the Hogging of men and women. 
I solemnly aver that when those two or three negroes came to me, three months before the 
insurrection, and asked me whether it was true what their busha was always saying, that 
negro was to be free after Christmas, I told them it was not true. I never had the least 
idea that they were going to rebel; and—hear me Britons— they did not rebel. The men 
who came forward were Pompey, Gardiner, Daniel Black, Richard Wood, George Mathew’, 
Guy, Ben, James Chrystian, Larchin Armstrong, and John Gailand: and they have all 
been rewarded for saving their master’s property in the midst of the rebellion. 

Here allow me to read, from the evidence collected for my trial, the statement procured 
by my attorney from Joy, alias William Leigon, against whose fidelity no charge has ever 
been brought. “ Remembers asking Adam Gordon—Is it true what we hear that free 
paper is come ? Mr. Knibb w’as very angry and said, ‘ When did you ever hear any such 
thing from ministers ?’ He answered, ‘ No; the reason, Jack, is when Busha and Book¬ 
keeper flog us, they say we are going to be free, and before it comes they w’ill get it out of 
us.’ Mr. Knibb said, ‘ No, never let me hear such arguments again, it is not true; 
Busha tell you make you fool, there is no free coming, go home and mind your master’s 
work.’ ” 

The next charge my opponent brings forward is, that the whole of the insurrection was 
planned in a Baptist chapel, and by a Baptist leader. This is a FALSEHOOD. After 
the rebellion had taken place 1 v'as appointed, by the Honourable William Miller, to ex¬ 
amine some of the prisoners, and among them I examined Samuel Sharp, Guthrie, Edward 
Hiiton, Dove, and Gardiner. The insurrection was planned at a place called Retrieve, 
and you shall presently hear how it was done. But, to nullify this charge, I state publicly 
that there was not a single Baptist leader engaged in it. It will be said that Dove was a 
black leader; he was not a black man at all, nor w T as he a leader at all. It will be said that 
Gardiner was a black leader: he was not, nor had had he ever been constituted one by any 
missionary in connexion with our denomination. 

The next charge is, that the most horrible cruelties were perpetrated by the black Bap¬ 
tists, especially by a youny lady. If they have been guilty of this, let them suffer; but this 
I can state, that during the whole time I was in Jamaica I never heard that any young lady 
was thus treated. * I know a man was inhuir nly murdered; and—hear it—a Baptist man 
of the name of James Hair saved the life of the widow and her three children, and has 
been rewarded for it. 

The next charge is, that I stated at a meeting in Edinburgh that the man who planned the 
rebellion was a fine negro , and that he deserved an imperishable monument for his conduct. I 
will state what I did say to the best of my recollection, for I am not ashamed to say before 
Mr. Borthwick, and all his friends, what 1 say behind them. Frequently during my tour, 
especially in Birmingham, in London, and in Manchester, I have been called to order by 
the audience for daring, before a British public, to call that man a rebel who only fought 
for his freedom. But I merely stated this at Edinburgh, when asked to state before the 
audience the cause of the late rebellion—that when I was examining Samuel Sharp he 
stated to me, in the presence of William Miller, Esq., that they had heard the king had 
given them their freedom—that they had worked long enough for nothing, that they woidd 
not work after Christmas till paid for it. He stated that they had not the least intention 
of rebelling; and then I asked him, “ Now, Sharp, did ever any minister, of any denomi¬ 
nation whatever, ever tell you a word about freedom?” Then I said to Mr. Miller, “If 
you will allow me, while he answers that question, I will withdraw.” “ No,” said Mr. 
Miller; “ I have the utmost confidence in you, Mr. Knibb.” The answer of Sharp was 
this: “Minister, you did not know it; we kept it from you, knowing you would not 

* I have since discovered that this charge rests solely upon an anonymous letter published 
in one of the pro-slavery papers. I dare the foul calumniator to prove the truth of his asser¬ 
tions ; name the Baptist who was thus guilty, the man , the place, the time, or for ever rest 
under the most loathsome of all epithets. 
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approve of it.” And when Samuel Sharp was hanged at Montego Bay, on the very gal¬ 
lows he said this: “ I have sinned against the laws of my country, and by those laws I 
ought to die; but I cannot see that I have sinned against my God. All 1 wished was to 
be free; all I wished was to enjoy that liberty which I find in the Bible is the birthright of 
every man. I have a humble hope, through Christ, of eternal life; but I cannot say ex¬ 
actly that I am going to heaven. Follow the white minister who came out to teach you; 
he will teach you nothing but good.” I believe I stated at Edinburgh that if Samuel 
Sharp had been a Polish nobleman, and had taken the same measures to free the Poles 
from the grasp of the Russians, as he took to free his countrymen from the unjust grasp of 
the slave-owner, many in England would have said, that, instead of being considered a rebel 
_ he .deserved an imperishable monument. 

It is asserted by my opponent that language like this is treason ; then try me for treason. 
It is asserted that language like this is sedition; then try me for sedition, and a jury of my 
countrymen will award me that justice which is my due. Am I to speak to Britons in the 
same language that I use to obsequious slaves? Am I to stand before a British audience, 
and speak in the same manner that I would to a slave congregation in Jamaica? Would 
Mr. Borthwiek do so? Dare Mr. Borthwiek go to my congregation and tell them that 
hanging was too good for me ? If he did, my free members and the slaves would say to 
him, “ Haman made a gallows for Mordecai, and be was banged on it bimself.” 

I have now I believe answered every charge my opponent has brought against me, and 
shown their fallacy. My character be has attacked in the most violent manner. Did I 
wish to retaliate, nothing were more easy. I have been at Dalkeith, I know the tergiver¬ 
sations of Mr. B., and if he has any regard to himself, I would warn him to let the cha¬ 
racters of others done. I congratulate the West Indians on their champion. Their cause 
I have no doubt will prosper in his hands; but when I think of the petty frauds they 
indulge to support their death-struck cause, I cannot forbear exclaiming, “ Poor West 
Indians, poor West Indians, by the straitness of the siege wherewith thine enemies have 
besieged thee, an ass’s bead is sold for four-score pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a 
cab of dove’s dung for five pieces of silver.” 

I will now proceed to state to you the causes of the late insurrection, as far as they have 
come under my observation, and endeavour to clear the Baptist missionaries, and the other 
missionaries, from the charges brought against them. 1 am aware that it is now asserted 
that the Wesleyan missionaries are clear in this matter. The advocates for colonial 
slavery have found the Christian world too strong for them; they wish to divide us; but i. 
have the authority of the Wesleyan minister of this city to say that he wishes none of their 
praise. If the Wesleyan missionaries were innocent, why were they tarred and feathered? 
If the Wesleyan missionaries were innocent, why were their chapels pulled to the ground? 
If the Wesleyan missionaries were innocent, why is Mr. Murray now forbidden to preach 
at Montego Bay? If the Wesleyan missionaries were innocent, why did the House of 
Assembly declare that th6y were guilty ? I know it may be said, perhaps (for every thing 
can be denied that is wished to be denied), that Mr. Bleby was not tarred; you shall see, 
then. Here is the handkerchief with the tar upon it (Mr. Knibb produced'the handker¬ 
chief before the meeting). This was a Methodist missionary of the name of Bleby. I 
have a right to bring documents—I have a right to prove my assertions. I know full well 
what means will be taken when I leave this room to contradict tbis statement; but you 
can 8ay you &a\v the handkerchief and saw the tar. 

It has been asserted that missionaries talk of persecution if their feet get wetted. For 
the negro, for the slave, for the African female, I could suffer any thing; but I am a 
Briton; I have a Briton’s rights, and I will surrender those rights with nothing but my 
death. Is it nothing to be taken from your house, your wife, and children, without any 
charge being brought against you, and forbidden to see them? Is it nothing to lie taken 
twenty-two miles, under a burning sun, guarded by bayonets? Is it nothing, when 
you fad through fatigue, to be told by a wretch in the shape of a man, “ If you don’t stand 
up I will stab you ?” Is it nothing for a person to enter into your house and tar and 
feather you? Is it nothing for an armed banditti to go to a missionary’s dwelling, at ten 
o’clock at night, as they did at Mr. Bleby’s arid there break his doors and windows, and 
deliberately fire across the bed on which bis wife, and ah infant not a month old, were 
lying? Is this nothing? Is it nothing that, when a poor negro sounds the alarm with 
his congsbell, that negfo should be stabbed in six different places ? I have seen him, and 
I know it was done. 

When I first heard of the intended insurrection it was through the medium of the Rev. 
Geo. Blyth, who came to the house in which I was residing, and told me that the negroes 
in the neighbouring parishes were in a state of great excitement, and requested ray influ¬ 
ence to endeavour to undeceive them. I sent Louis Williams immediately. I sent 
Andrew Dixon, Richard Brown, and every person connected with the church i could find, 
and begged them to go to different estates and assure the negroes they were mistaken. I 




jod e myself tie same day two and twenty miles, and the mart morning belo'.- bnsikia*' i 
/ode ten. I took with me Samuel Vaughan, a person of colour. 1 w ent Irons mm.- ;o 
place, and ijrom negro to negro, and assured them they wete wrong. A eongregatxOi: o' 
one thousand was eolleeted at the opening of ria-ter’s Hill chapel, auc, from a urm' tea’, 
was drawn out when J was a prisoner; J wilj read the instructions I gave them :— 

“ iiiy dear hearers, and especially those of you woo attend cooslautiy at the -chapel. and 
are members of Crooked Sprung, or other Baptist churches, pay great atmution to waati im\c 
to say. It is jqv.v seven veers since I left long land to preaeu the gospel in Jamaica, out 
never did J enter a, pulpit with sueh painful feelings as at present. fill yesfeiday I bud 
hoped that Cod had blessed toy labours; and the labours of those wno have preached to you, 
especially those of Xdr, Cautlow, who is now in England, who loves you, and woo piayi fe; 
you, end who writes and tells me that he hopes again to come among you. lout J am pamed, 
pained to the soul, to hear that many of you have agreed not to go to your work after 
Christmas, and X fear that it is too true. X leave learned that some wicked persons have told 
you that you vveje free, that the king of England I*as sent it out. XXear me : 1 love your 
souls, X would not tell you what is false for the world. Xt is not true ; it -s false—false as 
hell can make it. I entreat you not to believe it, but go to your work as torr-erly. If you 
have any love to Jesus Christ, to religion, to your minister, or to those kind .friends in 
jin gland who have given you a thousand pounds to help you to bunt; this chapel, and who are 
now sending a minister for you, do not be led away bv wicked men. Cod commands you to 
be obedient to your owners; if you do as he commands you, y ou may expect bis blessing; if 
you do not he will call you to an account for it at the judgment day. If you refuse to go to 
work and are punished you will suffer justly; and every friend you have must arm wiii turn 
his back upon you.” 

A iter l had delivered this address i went among the negroes and took Samuel Vaughan 
with me; and if it is denied, my brother. Samuel Vaughan, shall come home and tell you. 
We went from one place to another among the negroes, and begged and entreated them by 
every means in our power not to be deceived. I then /ode back; and as soon as J had 
communicated to Mr. Manderson f who is a magistrate and has honour enough to tell the 
truth) what I had done, X rode home to my' dwelling. I sent then tluough various persons 
to otner estates ; and, though Mr. Knibb has been charged with being the author of the 
rebellion, every estate where Mr. Knibb had a member still stands. Yes : not a single 
estate has been burnt where I had a member of my church, though l ead members on more 
than seventy' plantations. And not only this, but the members of my church brought 
down the first rebels that were taken, and have been rewarded for it you shall have their 
names. Their names were Joseph Ifenry, James Virgo, and Cameron from Green Turk 
estate in Trelawney. They came and asked me if they would do right by protecting their 
master’s property. I said, “ Yes/defend your master's property to the last.” Let this be 
denied, and give me the opportunity, and these men shall come and dear tne character of 
the repudiated and calummated missionary. 

It has been asserted—not here, but in Jamaica—that all the persons convicted as rebels, 
or nearly so, were Baptists, i had a cburch of nine hundred and eighty-three members, 
and only three of these members were tried by the court martial at Yarmouth. Their 
names I will mention.: I love names; let us base names, and then contradict me on fair 
ground if you can. Edward Grant, head driver on Georgia estate, to be confined hi tit. 
Ann’s workhouse for lifethat is, to be worked in chains for life; that is the English of 
it. Edward Grant is a poor old man, seventy years of age: not a single thing on the 
estate on which he lived was burnt. “ John Kelly, a slave to Georgia estate,” he was a 
member of my church; he received two hundred iashes, and is to be confuted and worked 
in chains for life. On the estate on which John Kelly lived not a single thing wav 
touched. ,£ John Jrawrence, a slave to Tilston estate,-” he received four hundred lashes, 
and is to be worked in chains for three years. The negroes from that esjate sent down to 
roe and said, through Louis Williams, “John Xaawrenee tried all he could to keep us in 
order; but they took him because he was a Baptist.” You bee tisat not one of the roem- 
bers of my church, when brought even before a court-martial, eould be found guilty of a 
crime for which they could bang him; though X assure you that very little guilt was sufii- 
cient to hang a Baptist under the iron harm of martial law. (Here some person in the 
room hissed.) Hiss as much as you please; J could hiss too. Hissing will not bring back 
murdered Baptists into life. X tell you plainly that John Jfeadiey, Ksg, from f£ew York, 
told me that he was present at the trial of some of the poor negroes in Montego Bay, 
that they proved nothing against them, except that they were Baptists, and that they 
died Stephen-like. 

I shall now notice the evidence that has been brought against m for the purpose of 
criminating the Baptists. The Keport of the Committee of’ the House of Assembly -of 
Jamaica does not place the whole blame of the rebellion on the Baptists; they set the 
Baptists in most honourable company. They first state that “the primary and most 
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powerful cause arose from an evil excitement created in the minds of the slaves generally by 
the unceasing and unconstitutional interference of His Majesty’s ministers with our local 
legislatureand yet you will be told the planters have done every thing to ameliorate the 
state of the slaves. Then, after this, the Anti-Slavery Society comes; then comes some 
evil disposed persons; and then Baptists, Wesleyan Methodists, and Moravians. Now 
fpr the evidence. 

I say, without fear of contradiction, that the evidence sent home is false; that it is gar¬ 
bled ; that it does not convict a single Baptist missionary j that it is evidence that would 
■ not be received in any court of justice in the world. It is garbled. The only man who 
regularly attended any Baptist chapel who was examined was Richard Brown: his 
evidence does not appear, Why was it left out? Let the public judge. Here is the 
evidence of Captain Hugh Ritchie Wallace, a captain on half-pay, of His Majesty’s 
Seventh Fusileers. He says, “ I attribute the cause to the unconstitutional interference 
of the British Parliament with regard to the melioration, and the unfortunate concessions 
of the Island legislature, which have led the slave to believe a great boon was about to be 
conferred upon him, and which he has been informed by the sectarians was his uncompen¬ 
sated freedom. I ground the latter part of my answer to the question on the following 
fact. A,slave, who gave himself up to the attacking party at Vaughan’s Field, widen 
slave was delivered over to the detachment which I was serving in, stated, that Parson 
Burchell, a Baptist preacher, had, in the presence of a great number of slaves, told them 
he was about to sail to England to bring back their freedom from the king. Some persons 
may make a distinction between sectarians; for my part, I regard them all,” Wesleyans of 
Course included, “ as emissaries from those who seek to ruin the colony. The precepts of 
the Baptists, I am told are more bloody; but all, with heaven in their eyes, but hell in 
then.' hearts, seek our destruction,” and so he goes on. He is then asked, “ Can you 
inform the Committee of the name of the slave who made such statement, and the pro¬ 
perty to which he is or was attached?” “I cannot tell his name,”—mark why he cannot 
do it—“ because I forget it; but he belongs as was stated by him to Vaughan’s Field, in 
the parish of St. James, in the possession of— Hamilton, Esq. Hugh Hutchinson, Esq., 
of the parish of St. Elizabeth, has a copy of the evidence in his possession.” Why was 
he not called to give it ? I think when they were so anxious they ought to have sent for 
it: I am sure it would have been sent for in England. 

Another witness states that the Moravians were the cause of the rebellion by their 
“helpers.” One man, Robert Watt, Esq., (in Jamaica they call him “ weak rum-and- 
water,”) states, that wherever the Baptists had a footing, there the places were burnt. His 
evidence is as follows: “ Can you state any matter or thing touching or concerning the 
cause of the recent rebellion among the slaves in this island which can elucidate the same, 
or forward the inquiry now proceeding before this committee for that purpose ?—if yea, 
state the same fully and at length.” “ The Baptist missionaries have been the sole cause 
of it, from every thing that I have learned on the subject, wherever they had a footing, or 
were in the habit of visiting, were the places that ware burnt, and all the head people were 
their class-leaders, as I think they call them.” " 

Now then for the truth. I was the only minister who preached on that part of the 
island on estates. I preached on Oxford estate, on Cambridge estate, and on Arcadia 
( estate, and those estates were saved; they remain to this day monuments of the affection 
and fidelity of the Christian slaves. I received only yesterday the following letter from 
the proprietor, and his evidence, I am sure, in this assembly will be deemed conclusive : 

“ Sidraouth, Dec. 10, 1832. Sir, I only received your letter late'yesterday afternoon, and 
readily comply at my earliest opportunity with your desires to communicate the information 
;]I have received of the conduct of the negroes on Oxford and Cambridge estates duiing the 
late lamentable insurrection in the island of Jamaica; both my .'brother and my agent des¬ 
cribe, it as extremely exemplary, and they state that notwithstanding the necessary absence of 
the white servants during the period of their service in the militia, and the estates being con¬ 
sequently left in the possession of the slaves, they not only protected the properties, but, I 
believe, carried on in some measure the business of the estates. I should have wished to 
have availed myself of this opportunity of writing to you more fully on this subject; but, to 
be candid, not knowing in what way my letter may be used,,, and being very reluctanr to be 
brought before the pnblic, as my disposition is to pass through the world discharging my own 
duties unheeded, I must forbear. I am, Sir, your most obedient Servant, E. M. JBakhett.”. 

I have a letter, too, from that gentleman’s brother, sent me when I was in Jamaica. 

“Cornwall, Feb. 23, 1832. Dear Sir, I avail myself of the return of your messenger to 
Montego Bay, to express to you the sincere pleasure I feel in hearing of your release from the 
restraint which has been put upon you and your brother missionaries. I assure you that never 
from the beginning, nor do I at this time, attribute to you, or Mr. Burchell, any blame as 
directly producing or promoting the late melancholy disturbance. Having this feeling, I 
deeply regret that the feelings of the country should so strongly mark yourself and the other 
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Baptist ministers out as objects of persecution. My opinion, an opinion resulting from my 
own frequent and confidential intercourse, not only with my own negroes, but with the negroes 
of various other estates, is, that religion had nothing to do with the late disturbances; but, 
on the contrary, its absence was a chief cause of them. No people could have conducted 
• themselves better than all the negroes upon Cambridge and Oxford estates, and, in like man- 
‘ ner, the people upon Retreat Pen. Even at the period when the prejudice ran strong against 
you, and when it was scarcely politic for a negro to say any thing in your favour, I have, 
upon every occasion, when I have inquired from any of the members of your congregation, 
upon any of my properties, whether you had ever taught them to expect freedom, the answer 
has invariably been such as to convince me the charges against you were ill founded.” 

Here is another letter I received from three gentlemen at Falmouth. 

^ January 4, 1832. My dear Sir,—It was only when we returned from Cinnamon Hill last 
night, that we heard of your accusation and arrest. We deeply sympathize with you and 
your brethren in your present trouble. We have heard this morning of apprehensions being 
entertained for your safety, and use the utmost haste to assure you we are convinced you have 
not been either intentionally, or directly, guilty of creating the present insurrection. We are 
prepared to repair to Montego Bay, and witness to this effect, and as far as our knowledge 
goes, to your peaceable character as a Christian and a minister. We are, dear Sir, with most 
sincere feelings for your afflictions, H. M. Waddell, J. M. Barrett, and George Blyth.’! 

Mr. Waddell ana Mi 1 . Blyth are Presbyterian ministers, and Mr. Barrett is a large 
proprietor. 

The next communication, I shall read, is from my own church; surely they ought to 
know what is done. It is a curious document, was penned by the descendant of a slave, 
and entirely drawn up by himself. Perhaps it will not by some be deemed sufficient; it is 
sufficient for all sensible men. The negroes who attended my church ought to know best 
what I taught them. It is addressed “ To their Reverences, the Secretaries of the Bap¬ 
tist Missionary Society. The humble petition of the Baptist church, at Falmouth.” I 
shall only read part of it: “ That your petitioners, with the deepest heartfelt grief, lament 
the circumstance of an unnatural rebellion having recently existed in the island among the 
slave population, principally in a neighbouring palish, and partly in this, whereby evil and 
great suspicions have fallen on their worthy pastor, and other ministers of religion, which 
have sprung from no other source than the corrupt and depraved hearts of those enemies to 
all righteousness, who, being led captive by the devil at his will, demolished the sanctuaries 
of the Lord, heaped calumny and reproach upon the preachers of the gospel; and, by the 
basest means, by bribing, instruction, and subornation to perjury, endeavoured to destroy, 
not only their reputation, but also their lives ; but which, through divine providence, were 
over-ruled, and their innocence made appear clear as the unclouded noonday sun, by juries, 
before which their slandered characters have been fairly tried.” This document is signed 
by numbers of slaves, and free persons, who belonged to the church under my care, and 
who ought to know better than persons in England what were the instructions I commu¬ 
nicated. Here is a letter from the daughter of a Scotch nobleman, a member of my church, 
and she shall speak too. 

“ Immorality is now stalking forth through the land, the Sabbath is disregarded and pro¬ 
faned ; we continue to meet for prayers, but cannot tell how long we may be permitted, as 
the members of the lawless mob are determined to take down the house if we continue to 
hold our meetings. Our situation is very distressing ; separated from you, deprived of the 
means of grace. May the. Lord give us his Spirit to endure all things patiently! Blessed be 
, God we have not a High Priest who cannot be touched with a feeling of our infirmities, but 
one who was in all points tempted like as we are. I often feel that God will again bless us 
with the public means of grace, often feel assured of having you with us again, but it is not 
always so ; at times failu wavers on account of the many oppositions, but God has said, 
though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not go unpunished. You desire our prayeys; 
such as they are, you have them to our life’s end. The separation we are called to endure, 
we trust, will turn out for the furtherance of the Redeemer’s kingdom.” 

Miss Mackenzie has been in the island of Jamaica from her birth, and lias attended the 
chapel constantly; she has one or two slaves of her own, left her by her father, who is a 
nobleman now residing in Scotland. Would she send this letter, do you think, did not the 
same, affection reign among them now as did when their minister was present with them ? 

The next document I produce is from the free-coloured and black inhabitants, who, I 
hesitate not to say, saved our lives from blood-thirsty white men. I have been given to 
understand that the free-coloured and black persons are against us: let them speak for 
themselves. 

“ Resolved, at a public meeting in Kingston, August 11, 1832, That a most iniquitous 
spirit of persecution, slander, and malicious accusation has marked the conduct of a great 
majority of the white colonists for many years past, against those missionaries and other 
Christian ministers, who have been found willing and peculiarly capable to impart religious 
instruction to the slave population. 
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“ Resolved, That it has been with the most unqualified disgust that we and other natives 
of the soil have witnessed the "‘.rulence with which, unsupported by even one solitary iota of 
proof Or shadow of reason, these white colonists have attributed the late rebellion to the 
unoffending missionaries. 

“ Resolved, That the free coloured and black population are, from long experience, con- 
yipced of the many advantages, moral and religious, obtained by the slaves in this island, 
from the labours of these maligned missionaries; they are firmly of opinion that, but for 
their inculcation of the peaceful precepts of Christianity, the late rebellion would have been 
more general, and that, in place of vituperation, they merit the tiianks of the colonists. 

** Resolved, That this meeting, far from attributing the late rebellion to the labours of 
the missionaries, is satisfied that that disastrous occurrence was mainly owing to the violent 
and intemperate resolutions adopted, at different times, at various parochial meetings, by the 
white inhabitants,”— Jamaica Watchman, Aug. 11, 1832. 

The next evidence I have is that of the Hon. William Miller, major-general of the dis¬ 
trict, Gustos of the parish of Trelawney, and one of the largest attorneys of estates in the 
whole island of Jamaica. He writes thus: “ I had several interviews and conversations 
with Mr. Knibb, soon after my arrival here, and he was perfectly correct in stating, that 
I had taken pains to inquire among the slaves on several of the properties under my charge, 
whether the missionaries had ever held out hopes of freedom to them, but they one and all 
exonerated them. I remain, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, William Miller.” 

The last evidence I shall produce, in confirmation of the innocence of the missionaries, 
is this, that the Colonial Secretary has declared that every subsequent document that has 
arrived from Jamaica has clearly proved the entire innocence of the missionaries of every 
denomination. 

The House of Commons’ Committee called before them Mr. Hankey, the proprietor 
of the estate bn which I preached, called Arcadia. He was asked, 

“ Do you feel a confidence in Mr. Knibb’s integrity, and his determination to discharge 
his spiritual duties ?—I do. 

“ You v/ould be desirous of employing him to instruct your own people i —Certainly, my 
confidence in Mr. Knibb is unshaken. 

“ Is it your opinion, generally, that either, if we retain slavery, we must renounce the 
teaching of Christianity; or, if we determine on the teaching of Christianity, we must aban¬ 
don slavery (Hear the answer of a slave owner.)—“ If you determine to evangelize the 
negro, by a fair and open inculcation of Christianity, in all its precepts and doctrines, slavery 
must fall.” 

The next head that I shall come to (and on this I shall be brief), is the means which 
were employed to criminate missionaries. They searched our houses, took away every 
letter we possessed—those which had passed between husband and wife, parents and chil¬ 
dren. (It was well they did so: they cannot now say they did not try every means.) The 
next means they took was stealing our Bibles. When George Gordon burnt down Salter’s 
Hill Chapel, then they stole the Bible. They turned down the leaf at the 8th of Joshua, 
sent it down to Montego Bay, and said that we had told the slaves that Ai meant Montego 
Bay, and that, if they lay in ambush, the Lord would deliver it into their hands. Now, 
that chapter must be read somewhere, and it so happened that it came in the regular order 
of the Church of England, and was read at this very time in the parish church in Montego 
Bay. The next means they took was to designate us astrologers; this, I believe, belongs 
to a man of the name of Coates. Thus he says that, when they saw a star get into the 
moon, the king ivould sign the slave-paper. The next means they took to criminate mis¬ 
sionaries was imprisoning our poor members. I saw them in their dungeons; I saw them 
in their chains; I saw them there weeping on account of their missionaries, and my bro¬ 
ther Burchell, when lying on the prison floor, heard three of these devoted Christians 
1 singing in the dead of night,— 

“ Oh, Tbou, from whom all goodness flows, 

I lift my heart to Thee; 

In all my sorrows, conflicts, woes, 

Dear Lord, remember me.” 

I have the evidence of one poor man taken down while his back was bleeding. His 
name was — Riley. Mr. Burchell saw the blood streaming from his back. 

. ct One evening, while I was in bed, I was taken up, and conveyed to the court house, 
when one of the magistrates asked me, what brought me there 1 I said, they bring me here 
tthrough spite. Several said this is a great preacher; I was then asked if I knew the people 
’ on Cowpark ; I said, yes. The man then shook his head, and said, I have been looking for 
you thesefour years to shoot yon; I’ll send you to hell ■presently. Another gentleman then 
'came and said,' I know you are a good servant; what brought you here i I said, they say 
. I is a preacher. He said, A preacher, well, then, I icish they would cut your liver out. 
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" I was then handcuffed, and sent to jail, where I was kept handcuffed for eighteen days, 

, when I was taken out, and put in a room with four gentlemen. One of them said, I need 
not hide any thing from you, in four days you will be hung, and there is only one way of es¬ 
caping it. to tell of any one who tell you to do wrong. I said, Yes, sir, I will teil the 
truth. 1 am a member of the Baptist church, in Montego Bay, and Mr. Burchell used to 
send me to Lauchs River and Cowpark, to see if the members of the church acted right or 
wrong, and if they do any thing that is bad, to come back and tell him ; those that do bad 
are turned out of the church. One of them said, We don't want that. What did Burchell 
tell you before he go away, did he not tell you you were to be free after Christmas'! I said, no 
he never told me any thing of the kind. He then said, Burchell did tell them so, and now 
this fellow pretends he never heard it, and we have the house full, leaders all own it.* I 
said, Mr. Burchell is not my God, he is my minister, and if he had said so, I would tell 
you ; but he never did , and I cannot, and I will not, tell a lie upon him. He then said, They 
make Parson Burchell Jesus Christ. One of them said, I told you Burchell would bring 
you to the gallows. I was then handcuffed for three days longer. 

“ On the 14th of March, 1 was examined again, when one of the gentlemen said, I have 
proof enough to hang you, but I will give you a punishment and send you home; but, if I 
ever find that you are teaching or preaching religion again, you shall be hung. They flogged 
me the same day.” 

Is not this, ladies and gentlemen, .a convincing proof of the leniency of those planters, 
to whom the veracious Mr. Borthwick would persuade you, I, and my brother Burchell, 
are indebted for our lives ? Take the statement also, of a free man, of the name of 
Thompson, copied by myself. 

“ On Saturday, the 7th of January, I was taken up ; a] few minutes after my arms were 
tied behi nd me, and I was railed on as a preacher, say ing a j ackass will make a better preacher; 
they then asked if I was a member of the Baptist church. I said, Yes. I was then taken 
and tied to a negro, and was much abused ; after walking some miles, my feet and arms 
were tied, and the end of the rope carried up aloft, so that * * * * The next morning I 
was carried to Falmouth, and asked if I nad not heard my minister preach to the negroes, 
and tell them the king had given them their freedom; and that, if their masters did not give 
it them, they were to set fire to the estates. I told them, No, I had heard the contrary, 
that they were to be obedient to their masters. 

“ He then said, Sir Willoughby Cotton has advertised for you or your head, for two hun¬ 
dred and fifty dollars,t and I would advise you to speak the truth, and you will be beloved 
by all respectable people. Sir W. Cotton will forgive you and make you a present. I said, 
I know the value of the soul, and I am not going to tell lies to betray any innocent person, 
to cause my soul to dwell in everlasting damnation. I was kept in prison several days, and. 
treated in a very harsh manner.” 

Were not these merciful planters exceedingly anxious that these missionaries should 
escape? I could bring evidence to numbers of other cases like this if time would allow me4 

It Las been asserted next by my opponent, that I have told the slaves that they do not 
owe any allegiance. I never said so; I dare Mr. Borthwick to prove such an assertion; 
but the Jamaica Courant has said so, and I will prove it. 

In the Jamaica Courant—-a paper that certainly has not much love for sectaries—published 
March 1, there is this article: “ On an attentive reperusal of the governor’s opening speech 
to the legislature, we are sorry to remark, that his excellency persists in his allusions to the 
machinations which have been employed to seduce the slaves into rebellion, to talk of their 
allegiancet! and the duty they owe to their masters. The Earl of Belmore has been long 
enough in Jamaica to know, that the slaves owe no allegiance, and that the contract between 
their owners and the government of the mother country, provides only for their obedience to 
their masters ; and we deprecate the idea of inculcating upon the negro mind.the bare suppo¬ 
sition, that the king has any control whatever over him ; and, we have no doubt, that to the 
frequency with which such doctrines have been held out by the sectarians, is mainly to be 
attributed the cause of the late rebellion.” 

The next evidence that has been sent home is from Commodore Farquar. He says it 
was raised, in a great measure, by the Baptists. We challenged him to prove it; and, 
unworthy of a British officer, he slunk from the task, saying he was not accountable for 
what appeared in the public prints. When nothing else would do, dark, corrupt, hellish 
bribery was resorted to. A man was brought forward, of the name of Samuel Stennett, 
who deposed that he heard Mr. Burchell and Gardiner say, that if the slaves did not ob¬ 
tain their freedom by Christmas, we were to fight and pray for it. On that testimony they 
were committed to prison. We went to prayer; and, however men may scorn prayer, 
there is a God who judgeth in the earth. A few days before the trial, Samuel Stennet 

* This was a pure unadulterated falsehood, W. Knibb. 

t Another falsehood. 

t See the examination of Captain Williams, in the Minutes of Evidence before the House 
of Commons, No. 4318 to 4322. 
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came forward to J. Manderson, Esq,., and J. Rebourn, Esq., and said, “ Gentlemen, I 

have told a lie, and have been bribed by so and so, and so and so, to doit. George D-, 

M-—r——, and J—— B—-told me, that they would give me ten pounds a year 

for life, and fifty pounds down, if I would do it, and I make this confession to relieve 
a burdened conscience.” There were many other instances of this kind which I will pass 
over. ' ■ 

In order to show that rebellious and blasphemous language is used in Jamaica, I will 
read one paragraph from the Jamaica Courant, of the 20th of January:—“The preachers 
willspon find themselves wrong; for although we, admit, that the supineness with which 
their .conduct has been viewed, may have led them to draw such a conclusion, they may, 
however; shortly find themselves mistaken, as impunity in crime has made them treason¬ 
able! And for the proof of this assertion, we look to the confessions of the miserable 
wretches who have been sacrificed to please Jesus Christ and Parson Burchell!!" I could 
tell you other things respecting this. 

I now come to defend the slave, and I will defend him: as long as breath is in this 
body, the African shall find in me a firm and unflinching friend. Obloquy may come upon 
me, scorn may pour forth its venom, talent may be employed to blacken my character; I 
court their scorn. The man who sells the infant and the child—(and 1 have seen them 
sold together)—the man who fastens the chain upon the simple and unoffending African— 
the man who degrades and brutalizes his fellow men—and the man who would, for one 
moment, continue the accursed system, write him my foe; write him my enemy; but never 
let him curse, me with his friendship. 

But it is said they are not fit for freedom. If the tender emotions of the soul make 
them fit—-if an unconquerable love to Jesus Christ make them fit—if an exemplification 
of those virtues which adorn the Christian character make them fit—if an invincible affec- 
tion of parent to child, and child to parent make them fit—if an undeviating attachment to 
the ministers of Christ make them fit—then they are fit for freedom. But if they were 
tokissetnble in open day ? as the magistrates in Jamaica have done, and pull down Baptist 
and Methodist chapels—if they were to tal and feather missionaries, and attempt to set 
them on fire—if they were to imprison, on perjured testimony, the servants of God—if 
they were to combine, in an unholy phalanx, for the purpose of exterminating every one 
not of their own creed—if they were to employ an agent to say, there was any justice in 
making white men slaves in Algiers, then I would say they are unfit for freedom. 

But then, it is said, the slaves must be religiously instructed first -. and who is to do it? 
Missionaries of all denominations, if Dissenters, are to he expelled the island, even at the 
will of those who are so wishful io afford moral and religious instruction; hut they, with 
paternal care, will educate the negro; now, we will find out what this instruction is. You 
are told of the number of churches in Jamaica; suppose churches were as numerous as the 
stars, if the negroes could not go to them, what good would they do? In the parish of 
Trelawney there are twenty-five thousand and some odd slaves, and about four thousand 
free persons. _ There are two churches; one of them is in Falmouth, (containing about 
four thousand inhabitants,) and it will seat perhaps six hundred; the other is at Stewart 
Town, a small house holding about three hundred—not more I am sure-—I have been in 
both. There is not at present in the church of England, accommodation for more than 
nine hundred persons out of seven or eight-and-twenty thousand: there is a church that is 
being built at Rio Bean, which, when it is finished, will hold three hundred more. You 
have been told of the numerous kirks in Jamaica; there is only one finished, and that is 
in Kingston; and it is in evidence before the House of Commons, that a slave was scarce¬ 
ly ever found in it.. There are Presbyterian places of worship, hut they are not Scotch 
kirks; they are supported by the voluntary contributions of the people in Scotland, and 
not by the Jamaica legislature. I know if I say anything against the religious instruction 
of the slaves, it will be said, I do so because I am a dissenter. I will just read what Mr. 
Wildman, a proprietor, in his evidence before the House of Commons,* says;— 
f ‘ Has any marked or great increase of exertion taken place in supplying religious instruc¬ 
tion in the island of Jamaica, since the passing of those resolutions'!—No. 

‘‘ Has there been a marked increase of exertion in any quarter!—Yes; the Church Mis¬ 
sionary Society have been exceedingly active since that time.' 

“ When yon say the Church Missionary Society, do you confine it to that body ?—Oh, no. 
“ To whom do you extend it?—I shall extend it also to the sectarians. 

' “ Great exertions have been made by sectarians to instruct the people?—Certainly. 

“ On the part of the established church, has there been any great increase of exertion in 
the island of Jamaica ?—If I wem to give a candid opinion, I think the appointment of the 
bishop has very materially impeded the progress of instruction in Jamaica. 

u Are you a dissenter or a member of the established church ?—A very zealous member of 
the established church, and very much opposed in some respects to the dissenters. 

■:*. See the Report of the Committee before the House of Commons, No. 8162 to 8172. 
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’‘ Yet, being yourself a zealous member of the established church, having knowledge of 
the isl and of Jamaica since the passing of those resolutions, and since the appointment of the 
bishop, is the conclusion at which you arrive, that religious instruction on the part of the 
Church of England has advanced or retrograded in the island of Jamaica!—It has not ad¬ 
vanced iji any degree at all adequate to the expense of the new establishment. 

“ You state that the appointment of the bishop has upon the whole formed an impedi¬ 
ment ; will you assign your reason?—The bishop has thought it dangerous to interfere with 
the vices of the people ; he has not proceeded at once to endeavour to do away with the gross 
immoralities he witnessed, but he has rather thought it necessary to temporize, and to leave 
them in their present state.” 

In speaking of the exertions of the Church Missionary Society, he says, they have been 
very considerable and very successful; and in going forward he declares that the sectarians 
he much approved of, for the purpose of affording religious instruction. He is then asked, 
“ Not adverting to particular instances, but speaking generally of the life and conduct of 
the ministers of the establishment, and the sectarian teachers in Jamaica, during your stay, 
consistently with your own knowledge, you being a member of the establishment, with all 
your prejudices in favour of the established church, which should you say were the most 
efficient teachers of the black population—the ministers of the establishment or the secta¬ 
rians? The sectarians decidedly; they give themselves up very devotedly to the work, 
and, in many instances, have been eminently successful.” 

The audience will bear in mind that this is stated by a person in connexion with the es¬ 
tablished church. 

Now, then, for the catechist, of which you have heard so much. This is from Mr. 
Wildman’s evidence again, * given before the Committee of the House of Commons : 

“ Encouragement is not given, is it! (That is, to religious instruction.)—I consider not 
by any means universally. 

“ Do you believe it is thwarted !—Very much. 

“ In what manner ?—In the first place, there is a decided hostility to the instruction in 
letters ; many of the proprietors give nothing but oral instruction, which 1 consider quite a 
farce and a deception; they take an hour for visiting the estate to give oral instruction ; 
the negroes perhaps have a mile or a mile and a half to come home; during that hour the 
man gets them together slowly enough, for the purpose of catechising them, and before 
they have an opportunity of entering into the business for which they have met, the hour is 
expended, and away they go again; so that I consider that quite a deception. 

“ The result of your experience among the negroes in Jamaica is, that oral instruction is 
quite insufficient for the communication of knowledge!—Perfectly so ; it is carried on by 
agents, who must necessarily debar every attempt at instruction ; it is only given by book¬ 
keepers, who are themselves living in the grossest state of immorality : it u impossible that 
instruction can ever be derived from such sources. 

“ The promulgation of scriptural doctrines from such sources—not practising what they 
teach, you think must bring religion into contempt!—Into utter contempt.” 

And thus he goes on, “ The lives of the whites,t’ he says, “ are perfectly scandalous in 
themselves ; therefore, for them to inculcate morality in the slave cannot be otherwise than a 
gross absurdity.” 

It is asserted that the planters only want to get rid of the sectarians: they shall speak for 
themselves. ” One of our first and strongest efforts should be to destroy those organs of sedi¬ 
tion and blasphemy which have assisted in disseminating that poison; to support or counte¬ 
nance, in short, no press or person that shalt advocate the hateful cause of the Dissenters ! and 
to petition the assembly to place our own clergy under the control of our own people, and their 
representatives in vestry, even to the expulsion of those missionaries and curates who are 
still here, paid by, and under the influence of, our enemies, and who have already been de¬ 
tected in their vile vocation. The old church government and discipline were better than 
the present: let, then, the old laws revive. The episcopal government has here been an ex¬ 
periment which has failed; for under it sectarianism has increased ten-fold, and flourished 
even amongst the ministers of our own church. In fact, sectarianism came in with that sys¬ 
tem : let them expire together. 1 '—Jamaica Courant, March 3rd, 1832.” 

But we are told the slaves are not fit for freedom. Aye, but they are. At one moment 
you are told that a slave can go and pick up a land-crab, which will make a greater delicacy 
than is ever seen on a nobleman’s table; and at the next you are told that if he is made 
free he will starve. Let those who are so fond of reconciling every thing reconcile these 
two. You are told that the negroes will not work if they are made free. Who knows 
that ? How can you tell what a man will do till you try him ?■■ The reasoning is merely 
hypothetical at the best. It is contrary to sound reason, it is contrary to common sense, 
and it is contrary to fact. Hayti is brought forward. There is evidence before the House 

* See the Report of the Select Committee before the House of Commons, No. 7773 to 7777. 
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of Commons, given by Admiral Fleming, 9 showing that the Haytiana do work j and, to 

S ’ ?o you an idea of the comparative state with Jamaica, beef is two-pence a pound in 
ayti, and twelve-pence in Jamaica. They will not work! But they have worked. How 
do the free people support themselves? I assure you they don’t go and pick up crabs. 
How do they support themselves ? By working for wages. Is any one going to tell me 
that though a man will work if flogged, he will not if he is paid for it ? These persons 
know they will not work themselves, and therefore they say the negroes will not. Not 
work 1 But they have worked; and every official document that comes home proves the 
value of the free labourer >yhere he is made free. I have had the happiness to free one 
myself. There was, a little time ago, a female (and one of this audience might have been 
in the same situation), the daughter of an Englishman or a Scotchman, taken, and sold, 
and placed in jail} and what for, think you ? Because her owner died in debt. There 
were no pigs to sell, there was no furniture to sell, but there was a woman to sell. She 
was a member of my church, and with her I had sat at the table of the Lord. I went to 
the jail, and saw her there, not for any crime of her own, for she had been a faithful slave. 
She was brought out along the street in which I lived, and put up for sale in the very 
street in which I dwelt. Having no money myself (though the advocates of the system 
say I have £12,000 : 2 wish they had to make up the deficiency), I borrowed some money, 
and I bought her. Ah, then, you say, I am a slave-cwner! - lam not; I would rather be 
a slave myself than either advocate the continuance of slavery, or fatten the chain around a 
fellow-creature. The moment she came to my house, I said, “ Amelia Sutherland, you 
are free—your shackles are off} I would not hold you an instant.” Did she become idle? 
Of, course she did!—so idle that she immediately set hard to work. She said, “ I am 
thankful: I will pay you all back if 1 can}” and she paid me four shillings a week as long 
as £ continued in the island. Let Ibis be denied, and Amelia Sutherland shall come over 
and confront her enemies. Let it be denied that I liberated her; go to the records in 
Spanish-town, and there read, “The Rev. William Knib'b bought a young Mulatto woman 
for so muchand coupled with that you will see, “ I, William Kmbb, set free for ever, 
from all manner of servitude, a certain Mulatto woman.” She is free, British females—as 
free as you are; and, if she is married, she can call her children her own, and no white 
wretch can go and take them from her. Richard Brown purchased himself by a long course of 
exertion. Did he become idle ? Of course he did !—such idle vagabonds never do any 
thing, if we are to believe the slave-owner, when they are free, except pick up land-crabs, 
which afford them a greater delicacy than you find on a nobleman’s table. He set hard to 
work, like a good husband bought his wife, and paid £80 for her. He then became so 
idle that he bought a piece of gronnd, and built a house, for he was a carpenter; and then, 
such was his tender affection, that he took into Ms house his aged mother, supported her, 
closed her eyes in death, and I buried her. 

Oh, but they are not fit for freedom !—they will murder all the whites if you give 
(hem their liberty! Why don’t they do it now? You are told that there are 800,000 
human beings in slavery. They are not quite so close together as we are: the ocean 
separates them, and plantations divide them. In Jamaica there are 300,000 slaves; half 
. *>f these are women: the. “ conquerors, returned from the seat of war,” are not to fear 
them; a great number are children: the conquerors “ returned from the seat of war will 
notfear them a great number are old slaves, and who fears them ?—Surely, not the con¬ 
querors returned from the seat of war; a large quantity of them are Christian slaves, and 

* Can you give the Committee any information as to the industry of the inhabitants of 
Kayti?—During .the year 1827, I understood there was considerable difficulty in getting la¬ 
bourers, but afterwards 1 heard of none; both white and black people assured me, that there 
was no difficulty in getting people to labour, and they appeared tome to be industrious. 

“ Did they work for wages ?—.Yes. 

“ Do you recollect what was the amount of wages?—I do not know, it was paid in kind; 
there was sometimes ground given for it, and sometimes victuals, and sometimes clothes. 

. You are aware that the system was, that the agricultural labourer should receive a cer¬ 
tain proportion of the produce of the land ?—Yes, that was the law. 

?* Did they work by compulsion t—No, I never saw any people working by compulsion; I 
have been told that deserted soldiers, and people who were about the country, without any 
fixed resider/ice, or any fixed employment, what would be called vagabonds or vagrants in this 
country. 

•i. Were they kept to work under the lash ?—I never heard of that. 

“ Are you aware that there is a prohibition against all corporal punishment in that coun¬ 
try!—Yes, I know there is. • 

Bid they appear to you to be living comfortably?—Yes; the happiest, the richest, the 
best fed, and the most comfortable negroes that I saw in the West Indies were in Hayti, even 
better than in the Caraccas. 

“ Were they decidedly better than the slaves in Jamaica?—No comparison.” 
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they will not do wliat is bad if they could. I advocate immediate emancipation. Let 
justice prevail, though the earth be destroyed. I advocate immediate emancipation, be¬ 
cause it is just, The advocacy of gradual emancipation, in my opinion, involves in itself 
a sin. If slavery be a sin, we have no right to tolerate it for a moment; if it be not a 
sin, we have no right to touch it. I say that slavery is a sin—a foul blot upon our nature; 
it is a sin that hangs heavily upon our national character; and let us sing as long as we 
will, “ Britons never will be slaves,” if at the same time we bind, in adamantine chains, 
the docile African, I say it is cowardice to fetter those who have no defence; I say it is 
dastardly to make a man a slave because he has not the power to defend himself; and 1 
believe not the professions of those men who keep their own children in slavery. There 
are now in Jamaica some thousand slaves the children of Britons. The whole truth shall 
come out, if 1 perish in proclaiming it. Here no assassin waits to stab me to the heart; 
here no one dare come to tar and feather me, and set me on fire; here no one can take 
me from my peaceful home, and insult and maltreat me; here, in a free country, I can 
speak what I please; to its laws I am amenable; and his Majesty’s government will 
know how to silence me if they find me uttering sedition. But not all file contempt of 
the proud, not all the scorn of the rich aristocrat, shall for one moment silence me, in 
advocating the justice, the necessity, the mercy of the immediate emancipation of every 
son and daughter of Africa. 

Now, then, before I enter on the treatment of the slaves, I will read for your instruc¬ 
tion, pud for the edification of my opponents, what a slave-owner* says upon the subject. 

I read from the evidence annexed to the Report of the House of Commons’ Committee, 
August 10th, 1832. 

What are the punishments in use in the island of Jamaica now?—They are very cruel 
ones. 

‘ c Will you state what they are?—The general system of flogging is to give them a certain 
number of stripes with a long whip, which indicts a dreadful contusion ; and then they fol¬ 
low that up by a very severe flogging with ebony switches, the ebony being a very strong, 
wiry plant, with small leaves like a myrtle-leaf, and under every leaf a very sharp, tough 
thorn; and then, after that, they rub them with brine. 

“ In what part have you known that practised?—I can speak of it as having been prac¬ 
tised on every part of the island. 

“ To your own knowledge?—I never saw it done; I could not have borne it; but I have 
seen the slaves who have complained of its having been done, and shown me their persons ; 
and my own people have complained roost woefully of it; they strike them a number of 
times with one, and then throw that away and take "another; also, they punish them in the 
bilboes in the most unmerciful manner. (It is a proprietor of slaves, a churchman, and not 
a Methodist parson, who say3 this.) 

“ That is a species of stocks?—Yes ; them is an iron clamp goes round the foot, and it 
is put into a bar, so that they may have ten or a dozen on the same bar; they let them out 
for their work, and put them in again when that is over, and keep them for three weeks 
together. 

“ Can they recline at night!—Yes, they do recline; the bench is an inclined plane, and 
the iron bar is along the bottom of it, when the foot is clamped on upon the iron bar, and 
the negro lies back; the punishments in the workhouses, also, are dreadful. 

“ The workhouses, as far as you know them, would not be sufficient in point of accom¬ 
modation for the reasonable treatment of the slaves in case there should be any great insur¬ 
rection there, would they?—Oh, dear, no. 

“ Are there not gaols in addition to the workhouses ?—Yes. 

■“ Is the state of the gaols good in general?—I have never been in any but one, and that 
was extremely filthy; that was at Halfway Tree, near my own house; I had occasion to 
commit a negro there, and she was reported to me to be in so bad a state that I made a point 
of inspecting the gaol in consequence, and found it in a most filthy state, and the punish¬ 
ments were very little short of the inquisition; they were actually tortured there ; the mode 
of flogging was to put a rope round each wrist, and a rope round each ancle, and then they 
were what the sailors call bowsed out with a tackle and pullies. 

“ Did this fall under your own observation?—I never saw it performed, but I know it 
from having been applied to by my own negroes when they have been sent there. 

“ Did you ever make any complaint of this state of the workhouse in St. Ann’s?—I did 
to the custos, and to the parish generally. 

“ What was the result of that complaint?—The result was, that the system of the block 
and tackle was defended ah being a humane practice, that it prevented their turning and get¬ 
ting a blow in a tender part; but when I went to examine the gaol, a negro was called to 
come and lie down, that I might see how it was done; a skin was put down upon the 
gravel; he was laid upon the skin, and then this tackle was applied to him; and though I 

* James Beckford Wildmnn, No. 8239 to 8261. . 
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was looking on, and several others at the time, a negro took hold of the rope to draw it up, 
the man. gave a yell that quite made me start.” 

I hold m my hand a document, in confirmation of this, from Charles Johnston, of the 
city of Edinburgh, who is just returned from Jamaica. ■ He cannot come here; but I 
pledge myself to bring him before Mr. Borthwick, if he will meet me in that Modem 
< Athens. Now for the splendid habitation of the negroes, which Mr, Borthwick 
describes as having four rooms and a saloon, being filmished with silver candlesticks, and 
four-post mahogany bedsteads. This man has been on the plantations; he has been a 
book-keeper there. Mr. Borthwick, I believe, has never seen a negro in Jamaica, or a 
sugar-cane. 

“ The watchmen’s huts,” says Mr. Johnston, “are in general miserable abodes of 
.vretchedness. They are built of bamboos, and thatched with the branches of the cocoa- 
nut and underwood. . Within is generally a bench of boards, covered with matting, where 
reposes the aged African, to seek, in slumber, some alleviation of his woes. There is no 
chimney whatever iu the hut; a fire of burning embers is collected on the floor, around 
which may be seen lying his terrier dogs, his assistants in destroying the rats which infest 
the cane-pieces; suspended from the roof, or arranged on the shelf of his humble abode, 
are the calebashes, which serve him for culinary utensils; a piece of a herring, far gone in 
decay, in one corner; a little sugar, or decayed, maggotty rice, in another. Happy, indeed! 
Can happiness be connected with such assured wretchedness? NO! Their food is utterly 
insufficient to support their toil-worn frames. The herrings they receive are actually putri- 
fied, of the consistence of soap, and these, along with cocoes, a very indigestible esculent 
root—are their richest fare—so rich, that a beggar in Scotland would consider himself 
insulted by the proffer of them.” (Now then, we have a dish that “ would grace a noble¬ 
man’s table.”) “ They vary this sort of meal, occasionally, by the dainty morsel of a grilled 
rat; nay, even cats are by them esteemed delicacies. I can’t speak as to cats; but many a 
time and oft, while ‘grieving’ (Scottice) the gang, during operations in the mountains, 
liave I seen a spitful of rats roasting on the same fire that my own dinner was cooking upon. 
I recollect one of these poor creatures (who, were he to appear before a British public with 
the detail of his woes, would strike compassion into all hearts, saving that of a slave¬ 
holder), coming to me one day, with a very piteous expression of countenance:—‘ Ah, 
massa!’ says he, ‘ me caught tree rats, and cat nyam (eat) all but one head.’ Thus, this 
poor fellow might perhaps be starving for days to come after this incident; perhaps had been 
so days previous. The head of a rat is but a poor mouthful, I should think, to a hungry 
man. They never taste butcher’s meat, unless in circumstances such as 1 now proceed to 
narrate. 1 having had the superintendence of some hundred cattle, one of them, by 
accident, had its leg broke, and, upon informing the overseer, I was desired to see it killed, 
but to take care that no negro should have a single morsel of its flesh. Such were my 
orders, and of course I was obliged to act up to the letter, or turn * walking buckra,’ which 
would have broke my heart, 1 dare say, and been productive of no good to the slaves. 
Well; the animal was skinned and cut in quarters, and buried three or four feet deep in a 
dunghill. The overseer and book-keeper never dreamed of its being disturbed. Judge what 
must have been the surprise of the former, when, the next morning, as he was taking his 
ride, on passing the watchman’s hut, he observed a large piece of the animal hung up as a 
prize—a great prize—by its occupant. The poor fellow was, of course, severely-flogged, 
and the piece again buried. 

“ The children are made to work at the early age of five years; they are either sent to 
gather sour oranges for the hogs, or hoes are put iuto their hands, and they assist in clearing 
and weeding the canes, or in putting the overseer’s garden in order. An old dame, armed 
with a whip and switches of bamboo, is their stern conductress. Frequently have I pitied 
the poor things; to see their little bodies in one universal tremor of fear, casting their 
glances askance to assure themselves that the ‘ schoolmistress’ war, at a respectful distance. 
Tim happy hours ot childhood in free countries, aias! are never enjoyed by them. Their 
little hearts are saddened and grieved: night may bring temporary relief, but they are 
awakened in the morning, by the thundering of the driver’s whip, to the stern realities of 
their bitter lot. In tears and distress they resume their labours. Some, flot so fortunate as 
their fellows, may have indulged in a longer sleep; but woe to them when they arrive at the 
scene of operations !—their treatment is cruel. The old dame begins the drama by abusing 
them roundly with her screeching tongue, that, shrilly as the peacock’s, forebodes the storm. 
She orders the trembling little culprit to be seized by its companions, and instantly 
belabours it with-blowsitill its flesh quivers with pain. No wonder, then, that the negroes 
should sometimes be cruel (although this is very rare), when their best feelings are seared 
from their infancy; and, therefore,-what goodness of heart and feeling they do possess, in 
spite of obstacles, they have not to thank their task-masters for it. But it h well known 
that it is-the interest of the whites thus to degrade their minds. Let but the schoolmaster be 
abroad in Jamaica, and slavery is no more—a thing of other days . But I have not done with 



15 


punishments. One little gill there was on our estate who was flogged and abused in a cruel 
manner, almost daily. Her life was, indeed, a routine of wretchedness and misery. She 
was actually quite lame from the effects of the lash, and frequently have 1 seen her rolling on 
the road, feigning sickness, to escape the daily punishment in store for her, well knowing 
that I would pass that way. But what could I do ? Little, indeed, however willing, and 
lenient 1 endeavoured at all times to be. Those who know any thing of the life of a book¬ 
keeper know full well that he must obey, or decamp from the estate. 

“ The slaves are given to understand that they may have redress from the attorney, at his 
periodical visits to the estate, provided they can prove they have been ill-used. But how is 
the boon (if such it may be called) rendered nugatory ! A mulatto slave, who had received 
some unkind treatment from the overseer, on threatening to complain to the attorney, was 
laid down by that ‘ dignitary with her face to the earth, and received the usual panacea of 
thirty-nine stripes. 

“ E have seen the old man of seventy flogged; the infant of five years flogged; the slender 
youth; and he in pride of manhood; the young woman, just budding into life; and she 
who had reared a large family—nay, I have seen her who was with child flogged, cruelly 
flogged, because the overseer, forsooth, did not believe that she was in that state, which, of 
all others, demands the kindest treatment. 

“ The flogging and striking is not always confined to th e fleshy parts of the back, although 
that is generally the part; and, indeed, is so always when the full quantum of punishment 
is given. I have seen the drivers striking with bamboos on the nose and neck, or even on the 
breasts of female slaves. I should not have dwelt on this last, but I have occasionally seen 
girls so used. The fleshy parts of the back are generally quite jtloughed, in furrows by the 
whip ; it produces almost the same effects as if one was to take a knife and cut the part in 
scores—so well is the whip used. It is a tremendous' length, and the driver makes it whirl 
round his head; every crack went like steel to my heart. I was actually astonished and 
alarmed when I first saw its infliction, how a single white could actually use such power in 
the teeth of hundreds of slaves. After the flesh is so cut and torn, rum and salt pickle are 
rubbed upon the wounds. 

“ The negroes are uniformly engaged in the forenoon of Sunday potting sugar—I never 
saw any exception, during crop, which is the only time they are so employed. The mill, too, 
is generally put about at sun-set on the Sabbath—for the slave it is no holiday. 

“ I should be considered a madman were I to pronounce the slaves happy, after having 
entered thus far into the details of their condition. They are not happy—generally an$ 
specifically, I say they are not. It would be an easy matter to prove the assertion, were I 
enabled to do so at this time. They say themselves they are not happy, and one would 
think that they should be best qualified to judge on that point. * Better me dead !’ is a 
common exclamation of theirs.” 

At the conclusion, he says he is “sure they would work for wages.” He declares, he 
is willing to meet any man, or set of men, who dare to deny his statements; and he says, 
that “the negroes may rely on. my voice being ever raised in their defence, and no less 
my humble, but willing pen, in spite of obloquy and scorn. So help me, God! ” 

(Signed) “ Charles Johnston.” 

I know very well that Charles Johnston cannot come here. He is the son of a dissenting 
clergyman in Edinburgh. Though it cannot be expected that I should follow Mr. Borth- 
wick wherever he chooses to go, yet, if he will cross the Tweed, if he will go to Edin¬ 
burgh, or to Dalkeith, I will meet him; I will bring before him Charles Johnston, a young 
man who has been in Jamaica, and knows the working of the system; he shall declare 
whether I forged, this, or whether lie wrote it. 

But it will be said (bat these punishments are not continued. I hold in my hand an 
account of a slave who has been flogged even to death, for refusing to lend a horse that 
belonged to his wife, because it had a sore back. 

I read from the Jamaica Watchman, Sept. 5th, 1832. 

“ To the Editor of the Watchman, —Sir, Seeing in your paper of the 11th iustant, a 
letter, signed ‘ Q. in a Corner,’ relating some particulars of the death of a slave, named 
Alexander Kelly, at Wey Hill, in St. Mary’s, after a flogging, I beg to furnish you with a 
full statement of that affair. 

“ Alexander Kelly, the slave of a poor blind man of colour, in St. Thomas in.the Vale, 
had, with the permission of Mr. Alexander Gilzean, his manager, and also attorney for Wey 
Hill, married a woman on the last mentioned place, named Elizabeth. Elizabeth possessed 
a horse, which was kept on the property with the attorney^ permission.—On a Friday after¬ 
noon, about a month ago, Alexander Kelly rode the horse from Highgate, where he was 
employed, to Wey Hill, An application was immediately made to him for the horse by the 
-mvileman, under the overseer’s order, to carry coffee down to Kingston. He declined giving 
it, bnt led it up to the overseer, Mr, John West, and showed the sore back of the animal as 
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the reason for his refusal. The overseer, however, tried to force the rope out of his hand, 
and insisted on his giving tip the animal. Alexander still refusing, the overseer called for 
some persons to put him into the stocks, at the tame time strVvnghim! On the persuasion 
of one of the slaves (William King), he went quietly to the stocks, into which bam bis feet 
were put The next night bis hands were tied, and on Sunday night handcuffs were put on. 
At 12 o’clock on Monday he was laid down on the barbictte, in a rootling tun, the handcuffs 
being still on.. He was flogged with the driver's long whip, and then a bundle of guava 
switches was fogged out, by one or two at a time, on the same place—viz., his posteriors! 
On the flogging being discontinued, Alexander cried out for water to be thrown over bis 
head; he could not rise, and the driver and another were obliged to lift him, and support 
him back again to the stocks, into which he was again put with the handcuffs still on! The 
overseer superintended the whole. In a short time, about h*!f uo hour, the man died in the 
stocks in handcufls! An inquest was held on tbe Tuesday afternoon, Mr. John Blake act¬ 
ing as Coroner, and several overseers and book-keepers in the neighbourhood, tbe friends and 
associates of Mr. West, composing the jury. A Doctor (Roberts) opened tbe bead and 
body, and declared there was no violence nor disease. Whether tbe verdict was as stated by 
* Q, in a Comer' I know not; but if a flogging under a burning sun, and confinement in 
stocks and handcuffs, be the ‘ visitation of God,’ then all will concur in the verdict; but if 
these things cannot come forward under that expression, the Attorney General ought to inquire 
into the matter. I have only to add that, if there be need, I can furnish the names of all the 
witnesses to the whole affair, and the names of the jury. It is said that Mr. West had the 

K mission of Mr. Gilzean for flogging the man, but the latter had not seen Alexander, nor 
n at Wey HOI during the period in question. 

“I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

“ PnitAWTHHOPOS.” 

I have seen the female slave flogged myself; and, though I have not beheld many cases, 
it is not because there were not many to be seen, but, because no man of common feeling 
would go to see them. Look at Catharine James, a most interesting female, a member of 
ruy church; gbe stated to me that, for, endeavouring to preserve her daughter in the paths 
or virtue, and to teach her fellow slaves to pray, she was put into a dungeon (and every 
estate has its dungeon), and there she was kept for more than eight months. One day, 
the door was open, and she ran out (and who would not have run out ? I think. Mr. Barth- 
wick would—! know I would; you may call it sedition if you like; you may call it trea¬ 
son if you like; but I would have run out). She was caught; she was brought down to 
the town of Falmouth, and was sentenced to be worked in chains for her life. She is 
working in chains to-day; she will be working in chains to-morrow, she will be worked 
in t-W m* till, at the uplifted voice of a free people, slavery is abolished from the earth. 
British females, it is in your power to abolish this system; when at the altar of your 
household joys, vow one by one, vow altogether, and vow with heart and voice, eternal en¬ 
mity against oppression by your brother’s hand, till man nor woman, under British laws, 
nor son nor daughter, bom within her empire, shall buy, or sell, or bold, or be, a slave. 
There is David Black: be was flogged, most cruelly flogged. At tbe end of a month, 
he came down to me handcuffed; his back was then so sore he could not put on Ms clothes, 
and his wife for decency’s sake had pinned bar’s round him. He had walked thirteen rmle» 
under a binning sun, handcuffed. I never saw such an emaciated being. The crime he 
had been accused of was, as he and his fellow slaves stated to me, that be had been praying 
with his fellow slaves, after their work was over;—for this he was flogged, and handcuffed 
for a Month. What would have been your feelings on such an occasion? Mr. Borthwick 
would have flung himself into one of bis theatrical attitudes, and said, u What, see a man 
flogged, and-Ttot speak at tbe rime !’* I do not wish to speak against any man’s character, 
though mine has been attacked behind my back. Why have I been called a tmtorj Why 
has it been said that the gallows is too good for me? I have used no personalities—! 
could if I would; I say nothing now about Mr. Borthwick’s character, though I will when 
he is in Edinburgh. He did ft behind my back, but I care not for that; his erase need* 
it—mine does not. But to return to tbe case of David Black, and, if it be denied, we will 
have David Black home. There is such a place as England, and there is here such a 
thing as free speaking. _ . „ , , . ' 

I said to him,« David, what have you doner " Don’t ask me,” says he, "ask those 
who sent me here.” I asked a man who was with Mm wbat be had. ** Fray, minister, 
that is alt” I said no more; away went my poor fellow Christian to the workhouse. 
When I arrived the chain was about Ms neck, and be was working on the common way, 
with his wife’s petticoats around Ms lacerated body. 1 went the next morning to see hm, 
and the governor said, “ I have orders to flog that negro privately, as soon ** Ms back >* 
well.” Yes, I have been an eye-witness of these things, and a heart-witness too; and, 
now, I challenge the whole world to prove that X ever in Jamaica said a single word that 
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could induce any slave to suppose that freedom ^ Ms due. klefore X Jdk jXamMefc, X 
published a document in the Jtamumt WitUAnma, faud io that document-1 placed Any 
name,) in which 1 assured them that X was ctsahug home ibr the purpose of cwpusing tMbr 
cruelties. I dared them, three weeks before X left, to produce aty charge ugauiet roe; 
and, by tins time, they know that William XSkdbb is performing bis duty. 

It will be said, in answer to fcbe evidence in the Xiouse of Ootwop**^ is»d io tM* young 
man, the book-keeper, that gentlemen bare travelled through Jamaica, end neve brought 
home a very different tale. It is not enough to go Pa Jamaica, to know >. 'nu*. ^*euy br„ 
May not a person vide through Jdatb every (by, and know none of fi*e niberies of ibe 
poor ; and none of the wretchedness of the sick ? Tow mu*; know the rugro; ypu :#»ost 
enter into Ms feelings, and into Ms wants, before be will tell you any Sling a*bo» 
be knows too much of wldte men, by unhappy experience, ever to tr ust them spj be is 
acquainted with their character; and wneo X near ed captain? and other men euuMg r-ume, 
and stating ** ^pon honour," that the slaves are b»ppy, a>«d ibu* Xbrug the coo&saou 0? 
bOO/JOO oftheir fellow-creatures, it reminds me of a verse X ba*e somewhere met wt£*;— 

" Purblind to poverty the worldling goes. 

And scarce sees rags ao inch beyond W nose; 

Put from a crowd can single out XXh- <br«ee. 

And cringe and bow tv fools who uirut in Met/' 


X call upon you by the tender sympathies of your <iaSure— X cab upon you 'ey feat »es*-. 
ful feeling which Unions have ever cApresse<U-X cah upon you iyfbe>v»e "A XPerty 
now animates every breast, Pa leave no method orpued -9V ?he*er/ oe*e 

jessed away, and become a tale o? yesterday. Already, fire system t/bjfce* to As -Sosruda- 
tion; the passing of the Ximmitf XX/nc wMi Muteu *s* te&A-vfm , Xt -eefe but the .-**&*£ 
etfbrt, (and do not the elections snow it?; and *oo» fbe O'-cursed syspuo be case few* ; 
over it we will wave the banner of freedom; pe/c&aptd*, agsbn reeled, wtwnf *o«. 
merits of that freedom; and, as we retire fron, the *pot on we rave &ttb*r>*A 5ecr 
greatest victory that ever signahsed our land, we win Png, =* (/Ary p. t>ed :* the iPiSeet; 
r/« earth peace; good-wili pA»ards men," The advocates o? eb/wbbJ rawer/ /iby.w -*»eP, 
they are riot eeievratiog the triumphs of tkeir system, but w-e a*»«£»ng set g* bbee- 

quies; the sooner we arrive at the p/o4> the better,aw? Svce, w>f* -ooe rj^ 

with one consecrated heart, we w®J e/chhe-v ^*4*ss to **b«er, *>od -fo«t to 

/nowleave this respectableassembly, A*pe*€bg fusefrost X «v*r tjfee 

notice of any anonymous newspsper **p*r»V/*v X, n.y e*w?Aoee -ooercr 
wmtfvily 1 will meet ti>en>; X/ot, -rf fhey ws *o t^wtur'd/y « to tfMsw itrtw* yrufee 
anonymous sigmsfore*, they shaiJ meet fo/m me wvc'b *evr* Vsbdv tSwy fewerr*. 0» 
Morxhy, X return to itcotheiA; the ne/d pbvee X #«b, stwA m ■*& be <9.«w^bw: ^1? 

X liir op my voice for injured Africa; and «15 X *bfH*r beft be «y Afr/ts* 'wtfber 
ntawd in trie fxmY/y ‘A man; that my African n-»bv e*J T / r-e? e-bbf ><e' ow-.y ; »r»^ 
froth may have^reepernds*^/ritoVuwfhe> knee at^befboteP/b. of-^ (rbf w'aorae^.arfe^ 
owe Mood ail nations thst stand on rbe fare 'A toe eavt?>, A A ete, f /srA«* tjzr/*% 3?ov, by 
your pfirye/s; Md me by your ewerfions; rwr by your syAtpafsiwe!; srA, eve ^ai? fcr/&l 

marintA of kX'Ad, *Hhasm# ov/Cy descend* to too 15 /, let tH<e seoeofer.r 2 *-syS,-w ;«.4e?eer»fe 

Pa wait his spirit Pa fhe abode* of foe MesooS, *kv'«pcr k>, foe eaer of r>e dyluy swe*, 
Ar%'/:k it rK*,y„ 

(Mr, KfrAfa Wo prodseed an /ryv -vX®*v, wifh yrgjee^-f ryk^., teo ->.e^ee A? Asbia.y 

ife» is a nice pdsyrh/ng, o?y*r ed f»w Afew ffi e gs of *t«rr*r/; 'irse Pkfsry was ds!r<*» 
needr of a ne^ro, by Xdr, ^ermie, who i* gore er«. *o teach o.e yvrM, j» MxvfAm f 
•AmAtowt, 'rifa wAvur -»m grven Jy JSfr, iereaesw Pa Xtr. Xurv’ws^&o*. > r?/» ?iarfriovoj 
it had worn it, night awd day, for *o*»e »wf<s*, wA >,b? toeV -was /aeevrted ^tabs the top to 
the WJMta, X hawe been asked why X teor^vt A? X /&4 rewf 5se yzy*rt t&at «y 
r^powewt was P/ have a jdece of pteAe presented (hr A a Tirx&A moa&m ze the 

casise of s^awery, ^irver *od grAf X have nowe, bve / ;«we, *td i5y. AActowf-ek *ae 

MiyctHTi*tfajH Pa wear A fysr er/ w/AIm, fast thrae he *ey speak/st^e^Oft t&e .fystent of 
e/hieh he is the cham^som 

After wac& erpresesorj of rt^na@ow rro» the andber^e, Mr. 5>ort&w5ei torseaerteof 
his address, 

Mr, O'ftemrtirM. —Xlefo/e X proceed to fee eTSsawrat^py of the .seatersteate, v^5c& hw* 
lent X>eew made by Mr, Xror//, it is meet a?A w*?J ^«at > *kcn?d .set .teyseXf rjgfet o» o»e 
aat taw yfafa. The f/rrt is hr reference fo 'See eSas-enge, or e'saliervgee, aruArsyssOwSy 
j^reny P> which Mr, Xn^Ar referred whee he operedf hw addrese. X jseve wev«r y 5» ^se 
<so#s« of my h#e, either w/itten a letter to * renwrpspsr, or wAtow a pewp^et or hock, or 
in as&y way appeared h^we the jk*5A> y wifhoot j»y .nasw arkf addkess; 'Xseretore, wSafisrer' 
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be the challenges or accusations of which Mr. Knibb complains, I have nothing to do with 
them. So much on the part of Mr. Knibb; now, for myself. 

It will be recollected that, in the course of an address to an English audience in this 
room, on behalf of the West India bodjr, I declared that, knowing something, as I have 
known much, of that class of society which is known in England by the term “ evangeli¬ 
cal, 5 ’and of that class of men in that society which associates itself with sectarians, that 
* I could not allow myself to believe that any missionary, belonging to any denomination 
whatever Of British sectarians, could directly lend any influence to the rebellion in Jamaica. . 

(Mr. Bortnwick then gave some explanation as to the cause of his absence from Bath on 
the previous Tuesday, when he had been expected to meet Mr. Knibb; but, as that had 
little or no reference to the subject in hand, it is omitted here.) 

,; J shall now proceed to examine Mr. Knibb’s statements; and, in the first place, as to 
1 Reading. Mt, Knibb is reported to have said there, that, “during eight years, to the 
credit of the missionaries, they kept their tongues silent when their hearts were bleeding; 
during eight years mine bled incessantly. Now I submit that the insurrection did not last 
for eight years, and because the insurrection did not last for eight years, it must have been 
in reference to these eight years, and not to the insurrection, that the gentleman referred, 
when he said his heart was bleeding continually. For what was his heart bleeding inces¬ 
santly ? > “ I witnessed scenes of blood enough to make angels weep and devils tremble. 

“ During the late rebellion, three hundred men,” (it seems to have been misprinted five 
1 hundred ; it is possible the printer would print five hundred for thee hundred; therefore, on 
< that charge, I acquit Mr. Knibb—indeed, on that ground, there was nothing against him.) 
But the point lies here; in speaking to an English audience, this gentleman says, “ My 
heart was bleeding eight years, in consequence of the cruelties done and, when he adds oh 
that, “ During the late insurrection I witnessed scenes of cruelty which would have made 
angels weep and devils tremble,” with what meaning was it said 1 Why, to enlist the good 
feelings of the people of England against the planters ! To what point did the whole of the 
gentleman’s speech to-day tend? Was it not to show that cruelty dwelt in the minds of the 
planters? What means the yell that is set up when I say that the meaning and spirit of the 
words, as well as their literal and grammatical sense, imply that the missionaries were obliged 
to check their common feelings by the cruelties which they witnessed, but which they did not 
condemn, in consequence of one of two things; either because they did not stand in the land 
of freedom, and durst not, for fear of their lives, or because (which would have been the right 
motive, had it been so) they did not wish, even under these cruelties, to excite jealousy or 
commotion on; the part of the slave. If Mr. Knibb’s sympathies were so liberally drawn 
upon in Jamaica, for more than eight years, it must have been by acts of cruelty—must it 
And if by acts of cruelty his sympathies were drawn upon by for eight years, he must 
have seen iusr-s than not many of them. This is the inconsistency with which I charge Mr. 
Knibb; that, having said at Beading he had witnessed scenes of cruelty during the late 
rebellion, which would have made angels weep, and devils tremble, before the House of 
Lords, on his oath, Mr. Knibb said he had not seen many. If it be intended by Mr. Knibb 
that he did not see them, but knew of them, why did he use the words, “ I have witnessed 
scenes of cruelty ?” 

I believe, a point to which I have referred in this statement is one to which I owe it 
alike to this audience, to Mr. Knibb, and to myself, to refer; and that one is, the argument 
by which Mr. Knibb endeavoured to confine the cruelties to which he referred to the 
period of the insurrection only; which cruelties being confined to that period, I say, go to 
contradict that part of the sentence which refers to the eight years’ residence. With regard 
to the insurrection, however, I have to submit that the question, as put to the reverend 
gentleman, before the House of Lords, did not confine his answer to any particular period 
of his history in Jamaica ; it was general. The words are, “ Did you witness many acts of 
cruelty on the slaves in the West Indies yourself?” and the answer is, “ No, not many.” 
Now, if it be said that Mr. Knibb, not having witnessed many scenes of cruelty in the 
; West Indies himself, yet had his sympathies drawn upon for eight long years, I would say 
that the scenes of cruelty must have happened seldom and far between. I speak now, not 
to the point of fact, but to the variation between the gentleman’s statements. Mr. Knibb 
, admits, in his speech to-day, that be has seen females flogged; but, if he bad not seen 
many, it was because he did not choose to witness such things. Now, I perfectly agree 
with him, that whatever be the justice or injustice of flogging, no man of good feeling 
would, unless he were necessarily present, bring himself forward to witness such punish¬ 
ment. But I say that “I have witnessed scenes of cruelty,” or “I have seen it,” are 
two statements which, taken together and opposed to the statement in the House of 
Lords, appear to me to require more ingenuity than Mr. Knibb has to-day exercised to 
reconcile them. It is a thing I never denied, that a man may see some, and yet not see 
many; and that he may be justified in saying he has seen cases of very horrid cruelty; and 
yet that he has not seen many cases of very great cruelty; these two may be perfectly con- 



sistent. But when they are coupled with the spirit and meaning of the declaration at 
Reading, that for eight years his heart was bleeding, these form, in my judgment, a distinct 
contradiction, not in terms only, but in meaning. 

With regard to the hanging of one hundred men, and the flogging of three hundred men 
and women, I have one word of remark, before I proceed. When a country is in a state 
of insurrection, when civil war rages in a country, what is the usual practice of all nations 
under the sun? Why, to establish courts-martial, is it not? Well, courts-martial being 
established, what inquiry do they make as to persons accused? What is the law of arms 
on that subject? Nor more nor less than this—that every man found armed against the 
commonwealth, against the constitution of the country, is considered guilty, and "imme¬ 
diately condemned to death. This may be cruel or it may not be cruel; but, whatever it 
be, it is the law of all nations under the sun, and not peculiar to the West Indies. 
Now, then, if a hundred men, or twenty hundred men, if never so many men .had been 
hung on one gallows, in consequence of being found armed against the king of England, 
and his authorised representatives—and, above all, if, in the course of that warfare, youth 
and old age, women and children, suffered under a blood-thirsty vengeance—if we And this 1 
so, why, instead of aggravating the circumstance that the martial law took effect there, it 
lessens the cruelty of it, and shows that the planters in Jamaica, or the magistrates, or 
officers, who condemned these slaves to be hung, did what every magistrate, every officer, 
under such circumstances, is bound, in all nations of the world, by oath to God and to 
man, to do. , 

But this does not contradict the statement before the House of Lords. Well, if it do ' 
not, why bring it forward ? Why come before an English audience, panting—and nobly 
panting, whatever be the cause that has excited the desire in their minds—for the freedom 
of the slave, and telling them, as an inducement to make them immediately and uncondi¬ 
tionally free, that a hundred men were hung on one gallows, and three hundred men and 
women indecently flogged beneath it ? It is putting an impression on the minds of the 
audience, which impression is at variance with the truth. That acts of cruelty, perpetrated 
by the planters, would have weight, and strong weight, too, in the question of emancipa¬ 
tion, I am willing to grant; but still I say that cases of alleged cruelty, which are neither . 
more nor less than punishments for avowed rebellion, and on men in arms against the 
country, destroying the property of the country, reeking their vengeance on the helplessness 
of infancy, and on the purity of innocency—to use this as an argument is not consistent 
with fair and true representation, but precisely the contrary. Thus much have I to say 
about the statement at Reading, about its consistency with itself and its avowed object, 
and about its consistency with the declaration of Mr. Knibb before the House of Lords. 

Bnt Mr. Knibb says he has been accused of misprision of treason because be talked in ah in¬ 
flammatory style to the negroes. The speech from which I read had been delivered at a Bap¬ 
tist Missionary Society in London, I believe, or, at all events, in England. That speech . 
has been printed in Jamaica, in a supplement to the Jamaica Gazette, and there the words 
as they stand are—“Did you ever kuo\y buckra man tell you any thing to do you good?” 
Mr. Knibb says he did not say buckra , but buslia, and that buckra is the general term for 
a white man, busha is the term for a man that flogs men, women, and children. Now, if 
Mr. Knibb meant even to say to the slaves—“ Did you ever know the busha (or overseer) 
tell you any good thing,” can you reconcile that statement with St. Paul’s declaration, “ Be 
obedient even to the froward and unmerciful?” Remember, I am, for the sake of argu¬ 
ment, taking for granted what Mr. Knibb took for granted, but which I shall disprove 
when I come to speak at the end of the general question. I am taking for granted, for the 
time, that the overseers are what Mr. Knibb describes them to be, and that busha does 
only mean a man who flogs men.and women. Even taking it in that sense, I say, it is 
diametrically opposed to the spirit and meaning of the benevolent declaration of St. Paul, 
that advice to the people which tends to promote peace and good will. 

Aye, but they take advantage of such a circumstance as this to say that Christianity will 
destroy slavery. I know it will; and I have pleaded for the destruction of slavery by the 
means of Christianity, and by that alone, however Mr. Knibb may choose to stigmatize me 
as a pleader for slavery. I do not plead for slavery. Is it not.before the public, in eyery 
speech of mine that has been properly published, that I plead for the extinction of slavery 
and nothing else ? I plead for the extinction of slavery upon a system and a plan which 
would annihilate itatan earlier period than has ever been shown us even by Fowell Buxton 
himself; a system that would begin to-day to loosen the bond of slavery, and which would 
gradually, under Christian, moral, and political means, emancipate them from year to year, 
until the child, who is now born, should not be a man, when there ceased to be one slave 
in the colonies. That is the time, and that is the plan. An honourable gentleman says* 

.1 want them for twenty years longer. Eloquent arguer 5 I want them for twenty years 
longer, that never had a slave in my life! Those whom I represent, do they want them 
for twenty years longer ? No. How long? Till, and r.o longer, it shall be consistent 
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with the safety of the slave, and nothing more. I plead for the abolition of slavery, and 
upon consistent ground; and I was remarking that the only ground of inquiry which I 
would make, as to the best means of securing the safety of the planter, would be to secure 
the, safety of the slave. If the slave be safe, the planter must necessarily he safe; if the 
slave be perfectly free, the planter must have his compensation in that fact alone. It is on 
record, and on official record, that when Wilmot Horton called upon Mr. Macauley and 
others to produce their evidence before His Majesty’s Privy Council, that free labour 
, could be given, and when these men could not produce their evidence, and after six long 
months’ trial could not furnish their legal advocate with the means of giving evidence; I 
,J say that then Wilmot Horton declared the only thing the planters wanted was not a com¬ 
pensation in money, but a compensation in the safety of the slave. 

> Then the next, and by far the most important point between Mr. Knibb and myself, is 
in reference to the Edinburgh Evening Post. It will be remembered that, when I alluded 
to that statement first, I said, if Mr. Knibb uttered the words there attributed to him, he 
• was guilty of sowing sedition, I beg that the Reverend Gentleman will now take my 
words from my own lips, in order that be may not say, I did speak behind him what I will 
riot ray before him. If Mr. Knibb used these words, he uttered what was subversive of 

S e established laws of his country, what tended to the destruction of the throne of his 
ing, what tended to introduce jayn-.Awi anarc hy, an d bloodshed, not in Jamaica alone, 
hut in England too. It will be remembered iifs^Rmt-at-that tiirie I said, that till I saw 
these words, I had always uniformly acquitted Mr. Knibb. 1 amsurfe that Mi - . George 
Thompson, a most eloquent speaker, one of the Agency Anti-Slavery Society’s lecturers, 
would prove the truth of what I say, for in answering him I have said so constantly. 

Now this is a grave point; and I beg the audience will do Mr. Knibb every justice with 
respect to it as theyriiay do me. Mr. Knibb says that the words as I find them in the Edin- 
. burgh Evening Post arc not correct. The words in the Edinburgh Evening Post am 
these; “ The negro who planned the whole insurrection in Jamaica, and a fine fellow he 
is too, deserves an imperishable monument erected to his memory.” Mr. Knibb complains 
of the article in which this occurs; I have nothing to do with the observations which are 
made in this newspaper. The words are as I have read them: and it is necessary and due 
to myself, as well as necessary and due to Mr. Knibb, that I should say, with regard to 
thvj other parts of the paper, I have nothing to do with them; nor with regard to Mr. 
Kiiibb’s private character, which he and some others say I calumniated; I declare it is an- 
true ; I never spoke a word of Mr. Knibb’s private character, but always carefully said 
that I knew him only in his public character as a speaker against the West Indian cause. 
In that public character 1 am Mr. Knibb’s determined opponent; and wherever and 
whenever I can detect inconsistency in his argument I will expose it, as well as where I 
can detect truth I will yield to it. With his character, or with that of any man who speaks, 
I have nothing to do. 1 have subjects of much greater importance to draw my attention. 

(The Reverend Jacob Stanley here interrupted the speaker, and requested the chairman 
to allow him to ask Mr. Borthwick a question: “Is the private character of any individual 
affected by being publicly declared a self-convicted liar? Does not that affect a man’s 
private character?” Mr. Borthwick proceeded.) 

c.Ari honourable gentleman hns asked me, and I will answer him—“Is the private 
character of any gentleman affected by any person publicly saying of him that he is a self- 
convicted Uar?”, Now I am perfectly willing to answer that if you will hear me, and say, 
yes ; a roan’s private character is necessarily involved in his public character; and if pub- 
" licly, a mail is shown to be a self-convicted liar, he is not to be very much trusted in 

E ate life. The words referred to were never used by me, except when I placed Mr. 

bb on onemf two horns of a dilemma, arising out of counter-statements of his; the one 
in reference to the very thing of which I am now speaking, and the other implying public 
cowardice in his public character. I will repeat the circumstance presently, in the course 
of the argument, and then gentlemen will have an opportunity of seeing whether I said 
right, or whether I said wrong; but if I ever used the term “liar,” or any such thing, in 
reference to Mr. Knibb as a private man, I should hold myself unworthy of appearing 
before you. 

Now then' I will proceed with the statement; and I beg that the chairman will take 
notice that I will not be inren upted again by persons asking irrelevant questions. 

The Chairman.—Allow xve to say, I should not have approved of this question being 
put, but on the question being put, Mr. Borthwick asked whether it was a question in 
explanation. 

Mr. Borthwick,—None of us jK't questions to Mr. Knibb, and why should I be so in¬ 
terrupted? 

Now, with respect to the statement before us in the Edinburgh Evening Post; I was 
' called first of all in question as to whether any such statement as this had been made. 
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Very fortunately a friend of mine, George Saintsbury, Esq., stood forward and gave the 
only satisfaction that could be given on such an occasion. He pledged himself to put fifty 
pounds into the hands of the Mayor of this town, which were to be forfeited to any 
charity that that magistrate should deem best, if the paper was not forthcoming, on con¬ 
dition that the gentleman who called in question its existence would do the same. But 
that was not forthcoming; the paper was at the next meeting. 

The next attack made, was on the veracity of the statement in the paper. Now, Mir. 
'Knibb says he did not use the words as they are set down here, but that he put it hypo¬ 
thetically. He said that if the Negro Sharp, who planned the rebellion, had been a Polish 
nobleman, and had been struggling for freedom against Russian bondage, why then he 
would have deserved an imperishable monument to be erected to his memory. 

Mr. Knibb.—I said that this audience might say so. 

Mr. Borthwick.—Now I beseech the audience to mark bis words. He, Mr. Knibb, 
did not say that the negro would even in that case have deserved it, but a British audience 
•would have said so. (Some persons cried, “ So they would.”) Well, I would say it too, 
that any man struggling to free his country from oppression, would certainly deserve an 
imperishable monument to be erected to his memory, whether a Pole, or a native of any ' 
other nation brought into the position of Poland. But I hold it an unfair way of 
arguing to take advantage of that. The declaration is, that if he had been so and so, he 
would have deserved so and so. Why, that was a sapient remark, that must have been 
marvellously applicable to the condition of the slave. The Poles were right, and, therefore, 
if Samuel Shaip had been a Pole, he would have been right too. But, does that prove 
that he would have been right in struggling for his freedom in Jamaica? Mr. Knibb says. 
No, he did not say that; nor did he say he would have been justified if he had been a 
Pole. When I am taking it so, I am taking it hypothetically, as Mr. Knibb says he 
stated it. Let me show you that that hypothesis would be very strange. I suppose then 
(for it is hypothetical) that Mr. Knibb comes to the audience, and says hypothetically, “If 
Samuel Sharp, the negro that planned the insurrection, had been a Polish nobleman, a 
British audience would have cheered him on.” Is the inference drawn from that intended 
as an approbation of the conduct of Samuel Sharp, or is it not ? If it mean an approbation 
of his conduct, it is no matter whether it is put hypothetically, or how it is put; but if, on 
the other hand, it was not meant to be an approbation of the conduct of Samuel Sharp, if 
it be not meant as saying he deserved an imperishable monument, what does it mean ? If 
it do mean to approve Samuel Sharp, it is no matter whether it is put hypothetically or 
not; if it mean not to approve Samuel Sharp, what was its meaning at all? 

But, ladies and gentlemen, an excellent friend of mine, the same honourable gentleman 
who first brought forward the Edinburgh Evening Post, who pledged himself to the amount 
of his fifty pounds to be forfeited to the poor, that same gentleman, Mr. George Saints¬ 
bury, wishing to establishing the fact, wishing that no injustice might be done to Mr. 
Knibb, nor any injustice done to me in this business, wrote to Edinburgh to ascertain 
what were the facts of the case. A letter comes from Edinburgh by this day’s post, and 
was put into my hand just before I came into this room. That part of the letter, connected 
with this question, contains the following deposition:—“ Before William Blackwood, 
Esq., one of His Majesty’s Justices of the peace for the city of Edinburgh, personally ap¬ 
peared Thomas Duncan, who, being duly svvom on the holy Evangelists, maketh oath and 
saith, that he was present at a meeting of the Edinburgh Anti-Slavery Society, on or 
about the 19th day of October last, when the Rev. Edward Craig presided; that after the 
chairman had opened the business of the meeting the Rev. William Knibb, late Baptist' 
missionary at Jamaica, addressed it at great length: and, among other violent expressions, 
made use of the following words, or words to the same effect:”—(Great disapprobation 
was expressed by the audience when these last words were read. When it had subsided 
Mr. Borthwick proceeded).—Ladies and gentlemen, though you have heard the beginning 
you durst not hear the end. Honourable gentlemen complain of what is only the legal 
technicality of the document. Does not every lawyer know, that these words are con-, 
stantly inserted in every legal instrument? First they take advantage and say, the paper 
is not here at all; then they object to the oath because of its legal technicality. Does it 
not say above, “on or about the 19th day?” Though every body knew it was on the 19th. 
Every legal instrument from a will downward—from the charter of the crown to the lowest 
legal instrument, is drawn in that technical form. “ And amongst other violent expfes- 
oions made use of the following words, or words to the same effect, which words the depo¬ 
nent took down at the time—that Sharp, as the deponent understood it, who had planned 
the rebellion in Jamaica, deserved an imperishable monument. (Signed) Thomas Duncan. 
Sworn before me, this 12th day of December, 1832, William Blackwood, Justice of 
the peace.” Mr. Duncan, who took the oath, is one of the Directors of the Bank of . 
Scotland. ■■ ■> 

Then here i5 a further affidavit from another gentleman; ‘'Before William Black- 
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wood, Esq. (the same Justice of the peace), one of His Majesty’s Justices of the 
peace for the city of Edinburgh, personally appeared, the .Rev. Archibald Brown, at 
present of the city of Edinburgh, in North Britain, and late senior Minister of the 
National Kirk of Scotland, in the united colony of Demerara and Essequibo, who, 
being sworn, inaketh bath and saith, that he was present at a meeting of the Edin¬ 
burgh Anti-Slavery Society, held on or about the ,19th day of October last, at which 
Meeting the Rev, Edward Craig, of the Episcopal Chapel, Broughton-street, presided, 
bnd that he heard the Rev. William Knibb, late Baptist missionary in Jamaica, in the 
^course of his address, make use of the following words, or words to the same effect."— 
The same disapprobation was manifested at these words as was before shown). The 
nature of the document, and the wording of the bath, is precisely the wording of 
every oath on which the free subjects of the British Crown are tried at home, neither 
■more and less. “ The Rev. William Knibb, late Baptist missionary in Jamaica, in 
the course of his address made use of the following words, cr words to that effect, to 
Wit, ‘the negrbjwhoplanned the insurrection, and a fine fellow he is too, deserves to 
: have an imperishable monument.’ (Signed) Archibald Brown. Sworn before me, 
William Blackwood, Justice of the peace, this 12th day of December, 1832.” 

These are two oaths, confirmatory to the letter, almost confirmatory to a word, and 
to the meaning in every iota of it, of what is said in the Edinburgh Evening Post. I 
am, therefore, under the necessity of doing one of two things, either I am to believe 
that Mr. Knibb did, or that he did not, use these words, or words to that effect, in re¬ 
ference to Mr. Samuel Sharp, the slave who planned the insurrection; I am either to 
believe it or X am not; and in order to know what I am to do in this important question, 

I muit examine the evidence on both sides: surely that i3 but fair justice. On the 
one side 1 find Mr. Knibb saying, he did not use the words otherwise than hypotheti¬ 
cally, and that he introduced the supposition, that Samuel Sharp, was a Polish noble¬ 
man. On the other side, first of all the paper, and then the oaths of two gentlemen 
are brought forward to prove, that he did use the words in reference to Samuel Sharp, 

■ and there is nothing hypothetical stated, and nothing about a Polish nobleman is intro¬ 
duced. I do not mean to say that the Polish nobleman, as a figure, might not have 
been introduced by Mr. Knibb; God forbid that I should call any man’s word in 
question to such an extent as that. But I must say this, that with every wish to give 
Mr. Khibb’s declaration its just and full meaning on the first supposition, that he 
stated it hypothetically, it goes to one of two things, as I said, either it is intended as 
a sort of compliment to Samuel Sharp, or it is not. If it be intended to be applied to 
him without the hypothesis, then ?.t is rebellious ; if it be not intended, j» meausnothing. 
Then, on the other hand, If I am to believe the oaths of these two gentlemen, the one 
a highly respectable citizen of Edinburgh, and a director of the Bank of Scotland, the 
other a Scotch clergyman, long residing in the West Indies—if I am to believe these 
two gentlemen on their oaths, their statements being confirmatory of the general state¬ 
ment in the paper; why then, undoubtedly, the thing is not hypothetically rebellious, 
but simply and plainly rebellious. (Great disapprobation was expressed by the 
audience at this remark.) v 

The Chairman.—If these interruptions continue, as I fear they frequently proceed 
from Mr. Knibb’s friends, independent of their actual impropriety, allow nie to say, 
they cannot be doing his cause a greater injury, than in thus occupying the time of the 
- meeting, and preventing him or hia friends from offering a rejoinder. 

, Mr. Borthwick.—Mr. Knibb next states, that he has been called to order, before an 
English assembly, for having dared to call that man a rebel who struggled for his free¬ 
dom. That man, whoever he be, who owes obedience to the British Crown (and Mr. 
Knibb does not deny that the slave owes obedience to the British Crown)—that man, 
whoever he be, a master or slave, a peer or a peasant, who attempts, by force of arms, 
to destroy'the authority of the British Crown, is a rebel: and there is not a man in this 
assembly, I am sure, who would take the part of such a man. 

The negroes, in the late insurrection, concocted it after morning prayers had been 
held at the Baptist Chapel. Mr. Knibb says some one has reported to him that I 
said it was concocted in a Baptist chapel (many persons called out--“So you did”)— 

I did not. 

Rev. Mr. Price.—You did say so. 

Mr. Borthwick.—I said this, and I will repea,t it, and prove it too; that the insur¬ 
rection was concocted, after morning prayers at a Baptist chapel, by men who had at¬ 
tended these morning prayers. I will read the evidence on which I said it, and . you 
shall see that if I had said “ in the walls of the chapel,” my evideuce would ;have been 
just' the contrary of my assertion. Here is the evidence of Robert Gardiner just 
before his death, taken by the reverend clergymen of the parish, the Rey, T, Stewart. ’ 
The whole business of the rebellion was settled.uponinMontego Bay. I had often 
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hoard the thing spoken of in a casual manner before Christmas, but I never gave much 
heeding to it; the first time I heard that the time was fixed, and the thing determined 
upon, was at Christmas, at Montego Bay. It was determined upon after we had been 
to morning prayers at our chapel (Baptists)/’ 

Will honourable gentlemen doubt this, upon the oath of one of the parties con¬ 
cerned, who surely ought to know i Will they take against the oath of this party con¬ 
cerned, the evidence of a mere ex parte statement, unsupported by oath ? If they can, 

I can only tell them that my way of judging evidence is very different from theirs. 
Their general, Sharp,, the fine fellow, who, if he had been a Polish nobleman, would 
have deserved an imperishable monument. Is there a difference_Jhen, after all, even 
on my opponents, showing, between a Polish nobleman and a slave ? Is morality one 
thing to a nobleman, and another thing to a slave ? Do the principles of justice and 
right shift with the changes of a man’s position ? Can a matter be rebellious in one 
place, and just, noble fighting for freedom in another? No, verily: even-handed 
justice is alike in Africa and in India—in the colonies of Great Britain, and in Great 
Britain itself. 

“ General Samuel Sharp, belonging to Mr. Gray; Taylor to Mr. Boyd, the Saddler; 
Johnstone to Retrieve (who was afterwards killed in the battle of Montpelier) | Guthrie 
to Colonel Grignon ; Dove to Belvidere; Sharp to Hazelymysh; myself, and some 
other of the head people, were present. General Sharp spoke first: he said, ‘ the thing 
is now determined upon, no time is to be lost; the King of England and the parlia¬ 
ment have given Jamaica freedom, and it is held back by the whites; we must at 
once take it. The King sent the law since March last, and it has been withheld by 
the whites : rise at once and lake it/ Sharp kept on talking in this way, which roused 
us and made us nearly mad; at last he stopped, and I said, Sharp, I do not like this 
business at all—let us do away with it! Sharp t! became very furious, and said, 

‘ What is to become of all the men I have sworn ; then they might as well obey me 
as to die from not doing so?’ George Duncan also said, he did not like the business. 
Guthrie then said, the thing must be done, and was very violent. Guthrie then 
wanted us to take ‘ pot luck’ with him at three o’clock, in his room at Montego Bay. 
We went; Guthrie then commenced talking of the thing again; he asked us what we 
would drink: we said wine; he filled our glasses, and then took up his, and said, ‘ In 
a few days may we get our rights, and may Little-breeches (that being the name 
Colonel Grigson was called by among us), and the other gentlemen who oppose us, 
lay at our feet.’ I would not drink the toast, and declared I would have nothing 
to*say to it, which Duncan, and old Carpenter belonging to Hazelymish, can prove; 
they then laughed at me, and then drank the toast. Taylor also said, * Let us not 
spill ;a drop of blood; if we do, it will bring a prosecution upon our church (the 
Baptists). (The word is written pro-secution ; whether it is per-secution or not, I don’t 
know ; I say this to give you the benefit of whatever doubt there may be about the mis¬ 
printing.) Guthrie then said, ‘ I will be up on Tuesday to Barney side, and l will be 
on your side on Wednesday (meaning Greenwich, &c). I will put the first ball into 
the man (meaning Gregson)/” 

And yet this was only to refuse to work without wages! 

Mr. Knibb.—It was Guthrie said that—not Sharp. 

Mr. Borthwick.—I read it so. 

Mr. Knibb.—I said that Sharp said so to me in the gaol; and Mr, Miller is my 
authority. 

Mr. Borthwick.—Guthrie said, “ I will be up on Tuesday," to Barney-side, and I 
will be on your side on Wednesday, (meaning Greenwich, &e.,) I will put the first ball, 
into the man (meaning Colonel Grignon).” And yet they were only struggling for 
freedom ; they were only going to say we will not work any more. A gentleman is 
here on the platform who was in Jamaica during the whole time of the rebellion : and 
let me here remark,—in reference to Mr. Knibb’s saying that the members of his con¬ 
gregation were not engaged in the rebellion, and that the estates on which Mr. Knibb 
preached were not destroyed—in the parish of Trelawny, there are something like nine- 
y-six estates, and out of the whole, not four at the utmost were burnt at all. 

Mr. Knibb.—There was not one burnt down. 

Mr. Borthwick.—Mr. Knibb says there was not one burnt down. Mr. Knibb must 
see that what he has said is in my favour. I said there were not four at the utmost; 
Mr.; Knibb says there was not one: ray arguments therefore becomes the-stronger; 
There are about ninety-six estates in Jamaica, in the parish of Trelc^pev (a parish in.; 
Jamaica is like a county in England)—in that parish Mr. : Knibb takes credit to himself 
for having preserved three estates. Why, there was none burnt down, according to his, 
v own shewing; if; in the whole parish of Trelawhey, lliere was not. one estate/buthit; 
.down; it does not argue any thing at all in favour-, of Mr* Knibb that the slaves, toy 
whom he preached, did n?t burn down their estate?, seeing the others did not burn 
down any. y . . . . y : -. y-• 
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Mr. Grant, a magistrate, w& deeply concerned. Bln Grant was present.' », urn eoimr 
duty,, a body of men were'attracted by the cries of ; k soMiA' 
.• tK lSf a?e i f ^ h . er ® * he y foUDli h ™V they discerned'a slfre 
,fPf ( ffi tl,Jl ?! l ll ,(f k, }l few*;. They found that the slave had been attempting th^et 
f f. re tp ^.^ a r s ®» ??*$** the soldier had discovered him. They succeeded in preferving 
the soldier from the grasp, of the murderer; andybaving found the man thPre aithie 
,W e y "p ^ at ,was his object. Ho unequivocally declared it was to extirpate 
tbe^hite^aUpgether, and added, top, he was sorry life had been prevented ^dbihgrWhat 5 
• WAen;he^w;«s;.tde4 hnd cpndemned, he said 1 ,‘‘T am-going to heaven't 

sJiSS or Jesus Christ and .Parson Burchell; youcaniiot hurt'me'j-the'h’dMd 

!?^^9b>e d°yvntptalie;meupy,I will soon be tfit&ihy &avlbufr Wd4bti;» 

aw ;swofh; to) “atid you : d--d buclier men 1 will^e 



death in. Savannah gaol, Thomas Dove; Alexander Burnet: George^Stiltoii ; 

Janies Fry^ William Eyans; aliaS. Alexander ’Ev i inis| 


-4 J a»e? Fry, Charles Carter, Robert Morris; William BldefcVWil ' 
Iiam Aikjns^ John Biorris; Edward , Bloyrm, Robert 'Eforris; John Davies^ Jdsbpfi 
.Ifinton s is of great importance, because it shows that the ttvo : priincipies'dn 
^‘. c . the rebelhoiv was conducted were these; Ih the/'first'plkce^that-jHe^’t^iiM 
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governor was to go away and leave the country to ua. Iu about three or four years 
the negroes would break out again, for they cannot help believing that the king has 
given them freedom, especially as they hear so inach about.it in the newspapers. Those 
who cannot read always give a Sd. to those who can, to.read the papers to them, when 
they hear they contain good news for them. Besides this, our religion says we cannot 
serve two masters, but must only serve Jesus Christ/’. 

In regard, to Mr. Kuibb’s defence of his view of the slave question ; to wit, that of 
immediate and unconditional emancipation, I am perfectly prepared to enter upon it,at 
any time and at any place where l can possibly meet him consistently with the engage¬ 
ment! have already made.. In the mean time I will mention to Mr. Knibb before this 
audience, that, whenever, however, and wherever I meet him, I do not conceal my name 
or my place of abode; I do not attack anonymously, but come forward openly. When 
in Cheltenham I spoke on the question; of negrq slavery, and gave the views I haye 
attempted to maintain here,,two gentlemen pledged themselves to me that during; the 
month of December Mr. Knibb should, meet me at Cheltenham. I replied that give 
me a week’s notice, and wherever I am I will meet Mr. Kuibb.) .., 

I am now about to sum up what I have been saying. The bargain between me and 
Mr. Knibb was, that I should occupy the same time that he did, and I must abide by it 
to the letter: I have always stood by every thing I have said to the letter. 

(Much dissension was expressed at these observations. The speaker was unable, by 
the. opposition, to address the meeting further than to say that the time during which 
he had to. reply to Mr. Knibb was expired. After a short conversation between Mr. 
Knibb and Mr. Borthwick, it war agreed that Mr. Borthwick .should proceed a quarter 
of an hour longer,on condition that Mr..Knibb should reply. 

Mr. Borthwick.—“Am I to speak,” says Mr. Knibb, “ the same language to a British 
audience which I would hold to a slave in the West India Colonies ? Am I to speak 
to free-born Britons as I would speak to obsequious slaves ?” I say, “ Unless you be 
a tyrant, yes/’ I am asked, would I speak to bond-3laves as I would to freemen* I 
say I would. If a freeman ask me what is rebellion, I tell him it . is faking up arms 
against the government of his country: if a slave ask me what is rebellion, I say it in 
taking up arms against .the crown : of his country. And if a man say one thing is 
Jamaica and another in England, what can be jthe cause of it ? Why, that in England, 
says Mr. Knibb, I speak in a free land, and in Jamaica I do not. I tell Mr. Knibb it 
is not true. Religion is in Jamaica the same as in England.; and, blessed be religion, 
wherever, she goes, for every wound she has a balm, whether it be the wound of a slave, 
or the wounds of persons in any station of life whatever. Religion changes not with 
clime, or colour, or country; no, nor with position in society. But the question 
between us is, What are the dictates of religion and sound policy with regard to what 
ought to be done to the slave now ? I have endeavoured to show on former occasions 
that a false religion will ever be productive of bad effects, as a sound religion will ever 
be productive of good effects. What evidence does Mr. Knibb produce to support Ids 
assertions on this subject ? He tells us that the officers of the army and navy are not 
to be credited on this point. Why t Because he quotes a sentence from an English 
satirist, speaking of “ fools that strut iu lace.” Fools that strut in lace, or in black 
coats, certainly are not to be believed: but will Mr. Knibb stand, up with bis single 
personal humanity, and oppose himself as a man, as a Briton, as a Christian—in any 
sense, I care not how he puts it—and call on an English audience to believe that so 
large a portion of their countrymen as the officers of the army and navy are “ fools 
strutting in lace ?” Are the officers of the armyj and navy, men whose honour is pro¬ 
verbial, not to be believed ? I ask you, Will you believe the testimony of one, or ten, 
or twenty men, when that one, or ten, or twenty men, come and tell you that the ap¬ 
pointment of the Bishop in Jamaica has stopped religion 1 Though Mr. Knibb gives 
it the sanction of his name by reading it here—yet what is he or Mr. Wildman, or ten, 
or twenty more, added to them, when compared to the whole mass of men,‘including 
the Bishop, his clergy, the officers of the army and navy, and the men of independent 
fortunes, that have gone out to visit the country > • 

It has been asserted that I said if Mr, Knibb had got justice he would have been 
hung. My statement was no more nor less than this—and I give my authority for it 
—Mr. William Gladstone of Liverpool, who was: present at the time referred to. That 
gentleman mentions the following circumstance, to which I referred publicly, and to 
which l am happy thus publicly again to refer, that Mr. Knibb may know exactly what 
1- did say, .When the slaves were brought forward to give evidence, against Mr. Knibb, 
I stated that they were discrepant in reference td time, and I stated that Mr. Knibb, in 
consequence of the discrepancy, together with other circumstances* was acquitted. .1 
said he was rightly acquitted, and I added,, moreover, that with Mr. Knibb, so far qs 
Jamaica waa concerned, I had no quarrel my quarrel with him rested entirely pnd 
solely on his speeches spoken iu this country, of which 1 declared my public opinion, 
and; whh?h opinion I confess I have not yet seen any cause for changing at all. It any 
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iaah understood ;me to say k»x ,to;,insinuate tbh£{$ome jqnderhand raeanaorimproper 
'MM& We$ v tiseS’t<i KmhuUl. cpA w^rd8 ; wer(e,iHw^UB8bl 

•'• V ; • ■ " ■■■ ■ 

lw jm,room f .<*»*x& MMSmibb 
fyrteapf.my= »*>•**> ;,• wolf* dJ •*»# 

! i -Mr. lioithwick.—I said this. tbat it .vvas an extraordinary.thing' tp acpu^^ the planti 
iiiid of seeking uibir lives by-persecution," when we ,fipd<tho mejnso 
accusing the planters, sound in ljfe and,Jin>b, untouched jo naRdiOrJbody- f Xsuy*jwhat 
titW bropf tMiey $vb:bffi>f pbrsbcutiob?., It has been ,said.t^t Mr,<jKi'ni^b«put;it to ine 
^lii^th^'I.sfi'odld like U bfetakbh frbin my yj-jife qnd audmarrjftdrtp sucfraad 

ehpK d nlwife;'f i^y that, if my country Hitp in Afi^'ofjfeur^tf onp Wid I was called 
■b6f^ea v iMBuhal' and suffered what Mr. Ijiiibk suffered, ;J,wauld not'POhsfdfiJ it per- 
Aebutfob. i> ' I say a^aiU, and l will'repfeat it, thafc^jfc $nj:bh*.;©EMSf Burcbfillya tidal! 
of them together, who make such declarations as come 

hbme^to f argue against the‘ men who,' accoi^ilng t^ their ; owaphowing, acquitted, them 
when their lives .were iiftheir pbwer. ;; v v „ : » t r.-j,i d^f- /<>.* :•■■ .■»••' 

■ ^(MucK dMp^rdbatiOia: Was again manifested,:during. Whfch thq Chairman announced 
thfit-ffeariy thirty minutes instead of a quarter of au hour badr. elapsed -since Mr.? B. 
resiimed^is^ address. ' The; Chairman then requested that those who - were satisfied 
With-Mr;'iChibb’s explanation, Wciiild hold uptheir handp, The contrary was after- 
Whfds^phtj^ahd'thhresuli oh'both sidehwais received with inuhense cheering by the 
tespehftve parties. r fh‘eChairman then declared the meeting to be dissolved.; Ay scene 
of great uproar followed, which continued for some .time> ’and, when it was somewhat 
abated, Mr. Kuibb addreased the meeting, another Chairman—IVIr. Hunt—having been 
fe^point&dty .. •' 

Mr. Kuibb.—My opponentbas asserted in his. reply that, prior to my speechjn Edin- 
burgb,he had uniformly acquitted‘me,and appealed to that eloquent pleader on behalf 
of the helpless slave; George Thompsob,"Esq., for. the truth of his assertions. 
i; ! Tf this be true,-why did Mr. BorthWick stated that if slave-evidence had befcn-ad* 
blitted against ine, that I shobld have been executed ? And when J replied to this, by 
•affirbiingjthat Slave-evidence' was Admitted,'Why did ( he -reply here this day, that my 
acquittal was'owing to a discrepbncy lb ,'the ,tw6 witnesses.who were examined.on -my 
^6l{''aiad : tiiat , th'e’jn^r'xbr^.))|bpdrl^ gavejme the advantage* of that which they could 
not prevent^ and leaning to the side of mercy, acquitted me ? The fact is, that ! NEVER 
-WAS TfeiSb: At AtL-4no witnesses'wfei'e examined—nd disctepancy appeared—no-jury 
shedtearsiof ineTcy; stnoUe prtfir^bfWbi 1 ,'entered'by‘the law-officer of the Crown, and 
the'oase was dismissed;'Tf tay bppbhbbt knew this, it was worthy of his cause to en¬ 
deavour to defeeive'ybu j if he did bbt, his ignorance is only equalled by that audacity 
ArbiCh prompled'hibi tb epeak on; a subject of which he knows hothiug. - .• i ; 

-‘-Bat did-birt^my'b'ppOnetff state’ i af i ;BA*'ringtbn that .X, was wanderiag through the 
country \yith a rope r6ubd'my 'bec'kj;Whi®h'justice needed but to,grasp, for my destruc¬ 
tion?—Did mdfthm Very George Tho^^ Esq., to whom be has appealed, then put 
ihe questibn tob riUmerouS assembly, Which of the . two deserved death, myself or/Mr* 
BbrthWick ; add Was it hot unanimouslydecided, by a.show of hands, in the presence 
. dfmy opporientjtbattbeexaltation he awarded to me was his just and proper due? My 
opponent fcbdWa these thingsand yet, after having endeavoured to blast my character, 
be Wobld * fain have you believe that his first efforts were made to proclaim my-inno- 
ecnce; The assertions of the denials of sueK’a being are unworthy of regard; and I- 
feel at a loss to reply to a man who appears to glory in setting truth at defiance. / 

. : My opponent; in' his play with “ shadows,” has laidmuch stress, upon my,speech iu 
-Reading;as contrasted with my evidence before the. Lords and Commons’,Committees.’ 
This speech 1 did not correct for the press, nor ban I be cei'Ui« thatit was printed yer r 
batim.but respecting which I have not the least desire to disownA singlefsentiment. 
ThoughThave not seen many instances bf c^Ufelty, yet in. Jamaica thqi;ej8,daijy.muck 
tomakethe heart of the philanthropist bleed.^that upesnot come.bBdcr that qxaqt-d(W 
nomination. iPhe degradation of man, the ptoslratipn of the t image of Gpfi ^t .the< §hfin.U: 
of Mammon—the public sale of 

character, 1 and the innumerable evils- fnstparuhiy ’connep^ ai;sy^em >( ,\yjhmh: 

affronts' the Majesty of Heaven, and ' classed' with the^bruite the' noblest ,wqik ( vf ^fiis;. 
hands; - Btit I have heard‘ the moans of th‘cltorii|^;.',b'I<tyel i : 'w)iqfiX.hfluje bot jj*5q?thq, 
prostrate victim; my ear has been pierced 7 With tlie shr ieks of the African female, when 
I have not seen the lacerated body; writhing) in: bloody^gohyi. I have seen the victim 
pf despotic power, when he has risen from;ithe hand- of Oppression, and breathed bis 
sorrows into the.ears of the Lord of : Sabaothl ' I^ haVe ’h'eard-Mrequently heard—the 
soul-sickening sound of the cart;whip,,w r »»qn jth^.Arf'Usodithe; unHappy-slntfe tWhis 
daily task' br' MlJ'Mth 1 ^ ^eadebibg^^mhrmtffi.Ufioqthe .baqk.of.Jthe haplw.febffqyer;' 
daiiy’liavh’I beh'eid.bhildren', fcmbleS, and men chained like cattle in the streets, yea, 
the children of Britons in this degrading conditipa, while the demoralizing and pesti- 
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ferous inflnence of slavery,'in all its tank luiwrtousaess, Has painfully conylnjcedme, 
tkat l dwelt in a land from -which freedom wasbanisihed,, and which crime and'.opp^Sf 
sion revelled as in their native'd^e^n^plhph^'Tii^re t^e linage of Gqd.is fallen; there 
thwo^pfesBo^a&ddlia to^jireiisedi are alike dCjiravCdi .mah tramples upon w.an ? ai*4i 
cause his fellow is cursed with a skin not colaured likC bis oWn, chains him,',maqacles 
bimj and dooms him tfra^reaterdegreefif sufferingjthan is ever aUotted itpth^grpiEifeeat 
ad®^itf^ritflB.ov-v's' : '-‘' v, _ _ ."-.tV■ V, ‘»i*L'.-. uLi.jV 

jj AWhefi iS hatfe 5{ adye'vflid£ i^iny'piifalic. 'addresses,-to thelaraentable/wasfe of life jin 
referencOto'iliedate'ihsiVirecdorj^Ov to^the horrors of martial laW»:‘ during whiahthe 
blood >of Africa'WakBb warttdply hod profusely shed, it has ever been with #, yiew.pf 
preventing a Similar iCatafetro^he, by Orging upou all the immediate and -total destnjjCtipn 
of that abomination bfabbminhtfofisjcolohial slavery, which was the Caus^ tb^fruitful 
anddirectcause; dMll-the&e’vhrihd enormities. ’ f ; -7 •*' 7,.' K n v 

>:'My opponebt aeSeita thafcthe insuri'ection was concocted, after, morningprayers.ina 
Baptist chapel, ahd Ihroduees'the-Confession of the dead'to .prove; the! assOrhofi.,,,The 
meeting, to which he alludes, was held on Christmas Sabbath, two days bjefore tne jn- 
surreetioirbifoke out, and the'Conversation he refers to occurred in consequence ofjiby 
Gardiner’S preacbiiig on' the subject of obedience; this, i >Snarj>, Gardiqer, .and.,Dove, 
informedthemselves;- I disdain to answer dying confessions, knowing,/which,I 
doythemanner in ? which they were'obtained. The .slaves must, indeed, be possessed 
of extraordinary abilities; if in two days they can plan a rebellion, which was, declared 
to.be deeply-laid^ and as'extensive as the Island. 

u./Thfe insurrection was not planned, either at or after morning-prayer, at any Baptist 
chapel; but at a place called Retrieve; this I know to be the fact, and I challenge and 
dare any one to disprove it. . .,.u 

(I again aver'.that I hare not the least recollection, of having used the. language at- 
tribated to me by the Editor of the Evening-Post. The sentiment conveyed is not 
mine. This a fewday£ ; will'determine;, till then every, impartial man will suspend 
his judgment, especially when he. jearus that my opponents’- have only sworn that I 
stated i something like itthat one of them, the , regularly ordained minister ; of the 
Established Church of Scotland,' I publicly defeated, when he stood-forward ■ as the 
Champion of Slavery in-Edinburgh; and when I pledged myself either do procure 
counter declarations; or acknowledge my. inability, todff so,.* . - • 

.- ■Did-1 wish to retaliate upon my opponent, nothing.were more easy., His speeches; 
as reported; ate as full of. sophistry and untruth as their limits will admit; but,forthe 
present; 1 forbear. The man who figured af Dalkeith, whoplayed ,lxjs piirtin.EdLu- 
burgh> and pnrsned the even tenor of his way safe -from,false alarms in;.Cambridge* 
apd-who Is how 1 speaking of a system be has. never seen,- and fixipgjthe bappineea-or 
misery of eight hundred thousand beings of whom he known nothing, may,well.be left 
to that Contempt which is ever the 1 lot of the presumptupusandthevain. 

detail the Mr;-Borthwicks : on earth try to continu&the syqtenvof Bravery;by plead¬ 
ing for gradual emancipation, they cannot succeed.: The fiat. of. destruction against 
oppression has gone! forth ; Slavery has heard the award of her .doom., Attempt.to 
arrest the sun in his : coufse, to stay the .wheels of nature,- or to dry up-the,ocean,.ere 
you convince a free and enlightened people , that Slavery is the only-blessing that has 
survived the falij or that the happiness of a nation depends upon the oppression ofnian. 

'Africa; thonshalt be free ! Britons, Patriots; Fathers, Females, join me in my en¬ 
deavours to rid my’country 1 of this Moloch of iniquity! .Let not fear, let not. scorn, let 
not danger deter your justice,—long-delayed justice demands it—mercy beseeches it 
■Hevery feeling of 'humanity urges us forward to the contestr-and every attribute-of 
Deity is engaged on 'our side. If we are united, the -bonds of the slave, will be broken; 
bis fetters Will be snapped, the tekrs of the female African shall cease to flow. The 
trlimpetofjnbilee shall sound; The banner of freedom shall be unfurled : and; beneath 
itidife-feivifig:shade, AfriCk^shall arijse'ahd call you. blessed.* Anarchy and confusion 
shaB : b&bafiiBhea 'fr6m‘the earth, peace shall be restored, joy shall beam in every,eye; 
happiiiess reigrt iu every heart, aiid.plenty shall open her stores to bless mankind,-while 
the'G^'fiild'Fkth'er 6f the oppressed shall smile upon the work-which justice demanded, 
afid'^iCh'Britain has achieved. V. Remember,: that I ; plead, for liberty? for liberty, for 
th^e Who hd-ve neyer forfeited it by any. crime they have committed, and that; without 

th)l^l^^ih||.^ihied.rnfis't i bdmiserable ,',<"Eor ■■ - -v.-. 

»fi*i -!iv -mB uUe'iiL : liberty,atone that gives thefioiVer ‘ 

Li- 1 its lustre and perfume,' ‘ "[ ; ’ ,n ! 

^ 4A^;we..are ; weeds■withoutit/''' ' 5 ' ;i ‘ ; "‘- 

-(The chairman tHew put it to the mCeting' whether thejy, were satisfied that Jlr. Kqibb, 
was giiiltless bf the charges brought against; him o’r. Qn,a : sboW‘of hands, he de.. 

!>«-*■• ijiiit.ii,.• * See Apieodix.'‘ ” ' r?? 
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dared be considered it bit duty to pronounce that ikeie w,<* a derided majority to know 

r-* ; , ..'-‘.I - ■ r, 

Vhedhaitra&P^l wjofe* ke tkto Aechfa t hsmm* the ahattetoto el hMm tort 
ttftf ebristtow*ware infected opwitkii.'-’IbkMtoawfultlringtoth*^ 
weutdwfweaefc tbegespel, should cherish reboltooft f hot wwmmgtorf toksww fhrtMtob 
t* wotf ho tact. I knew 70 a are determined that slavery sboHldfc* earifispstobw* j tero 
hundred member* of the new parliament are already pledged to see rti-tMtertforto to 
ftofrtM eadto thfeobcMtesitoft!; fwebuwdred and fourteen toBngtowd, tomry wocftfag 
rft(toellaad *i»d- lr«l»Bd;^ sod we are eere tbeywill sot he backward to this g*e*t 
whs***.' Whatever ddforenee there m*jr hero this systewof treaimewt, er/titot system wf 
'fostitatebt, it to still slavery whfcfe contains each etoweftteof tyranny, totoa*y r end 
ttepnwetertl that we cannot contfett# it. Mr, Berthwiefc tried to get tmwFwnamrmbew 
the other ride, aad they refused him, (fag ym belter* the man who **ys, be w to net 
feribto-doy to defend slavery? If be was net, what wash* berwfor ? Me wwHtore 
todtey.to defead Slavery awistoveomsiOTS, specimen* ef whom w* haw/* seen hers to¬ 
day. We bftve new hew they judged as and woold netaftow oa to open eor/mowtew, 
flvettafterwehod procured ahearfeg for them,, sod green them half a» hour beyond 
whatdheybad atfght to. Mr, Borthwiek’s gradual abriHfou means p StpeteUf bondugic, 
T ftev. Mr.Frtee^Wbetiy io the history of ibis coeatry, Was.it ksowa that the pteot- 
«r» talked dbautftodaal enauripatioo ? »ot until tbeBrltteb public, with m» heart 
hsd' one voice, demanded the immediate abolition ef slavery. Prior to tide period 
tbeywsre the avowed enemies of emancipation, whether homed tote or remote; deetor- 
lug that die latter squatty with the former was inconsistent with took righto of pro¬ 
perty, si^mroaid; prove destructive to the slave. They have now adopted ear town in 
part, but it is only as a means of delusion—a fair sample of that frankness and reeto 
tode by which colon tot advocacy has been so eminently dwtiogufebed. But We should 
be the veriest idiots that live if. we permitted ourselves to be thus deluded. Past 
eajperience of colmdal C7«ft and meanness afford 09 effrctoal protection from future 
injury, Gradual abortion can only serve to irritate the master, and to keep store in 
the agitated breast of the negro that conflict ef hope and fear which threatens a 
destructive eruption. The misery of the Stove, 1 doubt not, has been lately move 
acutely felt than formerly ; and that wretchedness will Continue to inerease until 
British justice shall invest him with the privileges of freedom. Had an opportunity 
beeb allowed at the close of Mr, Borthwick’s reply, 1 would gladly have refotedyby 
Parliamentary documents, whatever was important in his statements, Tbi# wool&be 
an easy task; for never before did a public speaker display such recklessness i»-ins 
assertion* as our opponent has done, f have read in the eoorse of these drsecssfons * 
new chapter in the history of the homan mind; but, 1 regret to say, the informaifcro 
obtabfed has served to lower rather than to heighten my estimate of mas, 1 could not 
previously have believed that a public advocate, retained by a wealthy aad inffoeotfel 
body, would have displayed such an utter ignorance, or want toff principle, as Mr. 
Borthwiek has done. Os one or other of these charges he must be convicted,, for bis 
statement* are so tor from, truth, his assertions are so opposite to the tacts of the ease, 
that he cart only escape the charge of wilful misrepresentation by admitting that of 
disgraceful; ignorance, 1 wondered at the hardihood of tbe man who eoukl make An 
assertion which Mr, Kortitwiek has made, that all the compensation which the pia s te r s 
ask, is safety to their slaves. Does he imagine we are fools ? Does he calculate on 
owr ignorance bring equal to his own, if a worse charge do not apply to him? itoes 
he really believe we have come to Bath to meet the advocate of slavery without look¬ 
ing into a single document, or acquainting ourselves with ooe feature of tbe ease ? 
Such, I would hare him know, is not oar ordinary coarse; and, if be does unt>aaw 
stand before this audience convicted of uttering statements which he eatmot pro-re, it 
is only because bis friends would not allow os an opportunity toreptyJndnsdfuamflfg. 
But what e«n you think of this statement of my opponent, when the official -docu¬ 
ments before tne-contain numerous claims, from tbe planters and tbrir autkeutoed 
agente,for{full pecuniary compeusationr. Take, for instance, the Obsersretjows^rtf the 
Committee of the Crown Colonies,forwarded to Lord Goderich on tbe Mlndrjfeb* 
1832, and contained in the psperot March 29th, 18S2 r m which tbdslsww iwfurtritmd 
informs as explicit as language can-«sppty;< Who, the®, I ask,, are wet* faritovn- • 
Mr- Bortbwick or his employers 1 1 freety acknowledge that I pjsferrtbe fafa^firers 
anthority is highest, and the claim which itsanctions.isrecordedin a pui^ede^mdert. 
Let our opponent settle tbe matter with those who bare retained biro, before he repeats 
His assertions. One thing follows from Mr. BorthWick's siMtemertt, aed it;i> taw, 
whenever emancipation takes place, if it do not prove destmetrve to riie negro^tbe 
ptortter#, if be be tme, will say na8mg dbout compensation, . The best -s a sWen ^ a 
reformed Fsdltonmin wf fl distingeidh Hwif,! tenst, by dringjdstic# to tbe stowo^^se 
determination of the British mind is taken; and his Mojcsty’* Oovernwrtt wHl oat, 1 
verily believe, falter- They are too far committed Vy their gene/ai principles; iboyare 





men of W> vySy/h* htA n*Afc h ; *w{ vme of ftorn fcav? taken %rs> jrasftewt m-pcrf 
ft foe defence <A foe rigfr*,to *fonrm y rr m4 tofeesftarte fee* »««««* akna>f foe 

«owr*ef*icy W& jyartmr. There are measure® devftftg 'hem ft ye pfentei*, anrf-l*!**- 
Me ?-) which foaff proc ***•. ter the A fries* font os s free. Y«»; fewte« 0 »l Ae 
wise sft c ft are t me sftxnA to make one sftratftee ow «jfort to «*tort fte® the foody 
jhftfee n# foe fof&Wfr l'»5tawewt foe refcftstwar of foe negre's frcedew, 

f Vxfomedr w/fo foe otoms* attofttoa to Ibe rvaiy of Mr. Borfowick , and wvw anbemixi- 
t#!fe vf fr m, font-aet one of foe wm posftftnn or facts of my ftofoe/» earn hm item 
V/afoed, Wy* fhetop^h^ee^hAee^^-^mme^ftimies'iemeA? WmOxt r dhkm% 
of ssfopetr# m nm into meiir mangled iem fame*'! Was the separatioa of um’kmd 
msA-mfs/tApmeat *®d eirild, dewed ? Ws? the general Prafedfty and iftsafowransart of 
«*daae»»w!-Jifce cfew-netorof foftv'rpwftfosw, fos- 
ptoved? Were fide aemeM, raneecr, and wfesry,07 Try-* foeefeawefor ef€ferfMfen 
\1r*nfer* was ama&Mt awf thear Hve? attempted, disproved ?~-WH& aft foe Jmr4&~ 
heed of assertion which I feane seen displayed, tins wwdd save exceeded aft, No.; 
etfr caase Is emaripotent. Never 4*4 J Prl ft »fyftnp&ant as when foe planter* awl 
foeir friemft refnsed to fees* eifoer Mr, Knibb or myself ft reply. Tiny west isa^e been 
eomeiowatfoatiBOiwnftof a secret raifgrring. Tan feadscss of foefr c*Bse,rafoerfoa» 
eoy deficiency of confidence 70 theft advocate, led to foeir detersasertftau They forte 
foe Bgfei, and they corse sot to It lest fbehr deeds sbeold fee repored. I rejoice a* f&« 
ojico^rtios we fears erpeyleseed, *nd sfeaU j^rre fro* fall ewrrktwB fiat 

tfeosse sees dared sot feear the reply we aad to jaafee. Ose oppoaest expeofed to dmde 
ffee Cferrstfao world, and ffenw to eosvjoer, Bert <&e SoBowseas of Ms fedsearaeoe cee»!d 
not escape ffee keen ^Janee of ffee W«3leyaaa-, and (Aey refiased to accept Ms offer? of 
peace. They pointed to'tfeeir dersoBsIbed efeape!s,f© 4cir iaiprssosed asd aroiaiiy- 
trCated Mfelslojkfedes, asd asked wfey ffefs fead ^en if ffeey were s«ld as ^o^eae, O* 
a forsaer oceaftow, it was asserted fey Mr. Bortfewsdr, ra answer to aqaesdoa fr^ 
myself, f&at seStfeer fee »or asy of ffee eolonisfe scsspected tfee Wesfeyaas of-fearra^ sees 
jmpftt^ted in 0 te rebellion. In my reply I referred Mm to fee Bepoct of tee Jamaica 
RefmlBo* Cornmitfce, to ffee raipelsoameBt of Me2«r3. Bo% aad Greeswood, aad to &e 
tarrifr^ aAd featfeeriir? of Mr. Bieby. To ffeese strdearmts i»e dteeaBedatwiseto attempt 
norCpty in 1m rejoinder. I rejoice, ootise presest occaswa^ to gesceive. mewSers of 
di 3 ere«t re^i^oas bodies af00 od me. Tfee Cfeordbaaa awl Bjasester, &e Armaon, 
andCalrmbt,toeP«dobapti?t ardBap6at,acreSed co asa ao a jgrossdeowMcslk«ycaa 
eoneistenfly meet. It ft sot a sectarian qaea^i00 wbftfe ft ftrroired^ft taft s^rs^ft— 
Cferfttftnity Hoelf ft threatened, aad tie rataoas of erery party are, ft eo&se^aeace, 
ready for the defence. 

'TfeS Colonists nmefe mfttake if Qsey iaagfee femseires aMe to baaft& reft^fts fro* 
JSmaka. Tfecy most root oftt piety from toe soil ef Brxtaft, &ey most reader as as 
radifferent to foe spirHoal interest* of mankind an taetsae^es, eefcee oas awe«»- 

p?i?fe stjcli a purpose. No; ft eaaoot be. Tfee attempt? .sadness, and ft miS eotadi 
4i«aprpoi«tftewt and perplexity on tfeesaehres. To foe piasters I woaii say, Ifeadi- 
esinfsffeaf yoa' are on foe British public; rwAivsx, ftdjride&fiy, on aa average, se?esal 
htradred* aosnaKy ft foe shape of prot^foag duties and bottles; if foe aJteraaifte fee, 
as yowr own eoadoet afifera®, that either reliir' /a or sfarrei 7 isrrst fee rdftqsftfeed, we 
will not, We cannot fee^ftrro^s moment, Yon hare kneed as^efoo, and ?saE no 
kms^er be w donMrespeetia^ ocrchoice. Bowhatyorsasey, foe pr^eacecf Cftis- 
tftrt^ty shall he with yo®. Floated by foe hand of PfeoMenee, aad watersd by ffes 
rafts of^Heaven, ft shaif spring op aad bear fpwtfo foe glory of on* OreL Ido not 
wonder art the fea&expysssecl sneer of nose ^cnUeHen whom I see. They easwft 
eadnrgBnftClaftt iMa y sltonld he referred to. They rare attempted sodrrre ft fie® 
JasMfen, and, if their power were oynai to foefr ispiety, they woctld haafth ft Iron 
Brftaft, Bsrt for ftrt*os'srok*r » now heard, and it wSJ carry the aassraiace of com*? 
good tofoe dark regms of the esBtir, whftif are feM of foe hahftatfe«of eraefty- 
Aftsady dofoe ^AfmssAen of .^arery begft to treasisft, fer foe sgsn <f foe times peo' 
eftini that their end drawefo near. We feearfoe rftee of foerr fcaaSiaik® when they 
aftrweftottnpersftl ft owr^neaotacree. They seek ftaa^iaat oar pity fer foe negro 
br m a pa mft n ferfoeasehreat Bstfoew eatoeatie* ftall he ft raft. Oar coarse ft 
d e fa r mfted ; cad, hy^whed^nfmer 0nd, We wSI coftftce ft tifisferery so«a se»e. 
fty^Wfodl a ifa w , pmert se to ft^meft oo affl pneaeat asofoer fftty wikk yarn wili 
iiftetd lfy befcdfed &» todfeefesrge. faoeiedfeScfy foflrt yom iiear of foe f^gfo aa &eing 
ft^ods^ ftto erther sftfoe Honeen of PazftBKat, fetfoe fcahfe of foat Howe gnsaa 
weftift of -yew petftftns. - Imtl^Jfafee^n enli ^rteni fd wdft d afaaagenfigrf 
foft^^rerarg-n ndftfted cademftcdoBwcgdeiafoftgreatseanareby foee n ef ftce a d 
espwJden afpsMftfseftt*, Thee will foe segno pspadwaw Uencjn® saane; foe 
hHMfdhMwS| t« 'dd» 5 raced; aad foe ewae «f a Mgftecea €«d srifi he 
«rerftdfftin<Rirb^edhftgi^ft8fo 

Rev. T. Spencer.—Is appearing at this meeting, afrhr/sgb 2 aasistcr of foe 
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myself as much in my place as if I were a Baptist Minis¬ 
ter. the Church of England' were to go to Jamaica, and preach 

tli^'#Sp]^^it^|'’'i«s^si3tins''the sins of the white mail'and of the slave,' they wo.uld 
cpt Mm.Mt : is they would a Baptist, a Methodist, or a Moravian. They have given 
. o«i£ iit^ywill get rid, as far. &b it is in their power, all that are under the Bishop 
himself, unless they are of the old school (we know that that is as odl as Cain): that 
iSj^hat they will themselves flog their slaves, that they will not reprove sin, and that 
tbaejjr, will hot take any part in behalf of liberty; unless they will act thusy they will 
Mtdthem as much -as they hate Mr. Knibb. It has been thought right, that we should 
express our sentiments of Mr. Borthwick’s conduct, as to how far it was an honourable 
undertaking when he sold him&elf to defend the iniquitous system, and how far he has 
endeavoured to get a fair bearing. He courted opposition, and frequently said things 
hdlcuidted to prdvbke: he knew that, if he could succeed in this/ heshould be able to 
sky/he gave'up'because he would not hear him out; and if he could get the meeting 
to be dissolved^ he would get rid of certain questions. We ought, therefore, as a body, 
to express pur sentiments of Mr. Borthwick; either we approve of his conduct or we 
do not. - 

(Three groans were then given for Mr. Borthwick; and, after three cheers for Mr. 
Knibb, the meeting separated.) \ . .. 


APPENDIX. 


' ’ The following Counter Declaration, referred to in Mr. Knibb’s second Reply to Mr. 
Borthwick, haB since been obtained. 

‘ r 72, Queen-street, December 2l, 1832. 

My dear Sir,—Since you sent me the enclosed letter from Mr. Knibb, this morning, I have 
'repeatedly endeavoured to recollect what could have been the expressions used by him, 
which have been perverted as he states; for I had not formerly heard of the allegation 
that he had made such a statement. My endeavours, however, have been perfectly fruit¬ 
less; and.I do not believe it is possible for my confidence to be stronger in any thing of the 
kind than it is in this—that he used no expressions having even the smallest tendency to¬ 
wards Such a statement atshe mentions to have been attributed to him. I have the firmest 
conyiction that, if he had, I should have been struck with them, as they would have met 
myntfongest disapprobation; and I cannot be more sure than I am of my attention 'having 
been such as to prevent their havingescaped me if they had been uttered. I now refer to 
the meeting of the 19th October last, in Dr. Brown’s chapel, as it seems that is the meet¬ 
ing at which it is said the expressions were used, You know, I think, that I was close by 
Mr. Knibb all the time he spoke. The only other public meeting at which I was present 
with Mr. Knibb—one sermon excepted—was that of the 3rd instant, in Mr. Lamont’s 
chapel; and my testimony regarding what he then said would be the same, bad I occasion 
to give it, with what 1 have now given regarding the meeting of the 19th Ootober. 

(Signed) James Ogilvey. 

. The expression in Mr. Knibb’s letter, referred to in the prefixed from Mr. Ogilvey, is— 
“Mr. Borthwick had procured the affidavit of Brown, who interrupted me, and of some 
other person, that I used the phrase at tributed to me in the Evening Post, that ‘ the man 
who, planned the rebellion was a noble fellow, and deserved an imperishable monument,’ ” 
or words to thateffect. It refers to the meeting held at Dr. Brown’s. 

Edinburgh, .Dec. 22,1832. - Certified by H. D. Dickie, to whom the letter was addressed. 

, /Edinburgh, December 29,1332.. 

I fully concur in the foregoing certificate by Mr. Ogilvey. ; 

^ r. . .- 1 , ,• f-i . (Signed) - H. D. DlCKIE. 

' My dear Sir,—Mr. Ogilvey has shown me MivKnihb’s letter to you, and, at the same 
time, .requested me to say-if I recollected; his uciiig the expression, in his speech at the 
Anti-Slavery Meeting in Dr* Brown’s church, ythich has been attributed to him.. :: ■ 

I. am sure I paid, great attention. whilst Mr.: Knibb was speaking, and I have, taxed, my 
memory as much aisi-1 can/ hut. I declare that I have.no recollection of his using such an 
expression.. I have also inquired of several friends who were there, butthey.all declare 
they never;hsaird it. The ordained Minister of the Church of Scotland,, who, 1 understand, 
has asserted that he heard Mr. Knibbluse the expression, is favoured above many of .his 
brethren of that Chbreh of the,present day; for, whilst they have ears but cannot, or will 
not,■ heat sounds loud as.thnnder, which are roaring around them, his ears, or, ai Dr. Ritchie 
would call them, “lugs,” are so long that they cStch sounds which no one else:can. ., , . 

•; .. 1,, I am, dear Sir, yours truly, ; . 

H. D. Dickie, Esq. (Signed) Willia.m Alexander. 



